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Wicked winter fun 

Lots of great things to do in 
February at the right price f£jr%. 


It may be cold and snowy out, but 
it doesn’t mean the festival city has 
gone into hibernation this winter. 

Put down the remote, get re¬ 
acquainted with your winter cloth¬ 
ing and enjoy everything that 
Edmonton has to offer. There is al¬ 
ways something happening in and 
around the city. 

Lace up a pair of skates or glide 
along the paths on a pair of cross¬ 
country skis at Hawrelalc Park. You’ll 
shed some of that winter weight 
that might have accumulated after 
the holiday season. 

Jump in your vehicle and head 
south for a bit of downhill skiing or 
snowboarding at Rabbit Hill Ski Re¬ 
sort, or stick within city limits and 
enjoy Snow Valley’s hills. 

To stay active with the kids, visit 
Gallagher Park, near the Muttart 
Conservatory, for some of the best 
tobogganing in the city. 

When the temperature gets a 
little too cold to participate in these 
activities, check out some of the 











tOTO: THINKSTOCK 


amazing winter teams Edmonton 
has to offer. 

With the Oilers back in the swing 
of things, there is always something 


happening down at Rexall Place. 
Whether it’s the Oilers, WHL’s Oil 
Kings, or the Edmonton Rush la¬ 
crosse team, these teams will pro¬ 



vide exciting entertainment. 

If that’s not enough, support the 
university and college teams and 
watch some of Canada’s future ris¬ 
ing stars. 

If you’re looking for a great place 
to eat, swing by Whyte Avenue for 
lunch at one of the many inviting 
restaurants that line the street. Add 
in some window-shopping too, as 
Whyte Avenue boasts many trendy 
and unique shops. Or call your 


friends and have them meet you at 
the popular Black Dog Freehouse 
that’s also on Whyte Ave. With DJs 
on all three levels almost every 
night, you and your friends are sure 
to have fun. 

There is really no excuse to head 
into lock-down during the winter in 
Edmonton. 

The fun doesn’t stop just be¬ 
cause the weather gets cold, so why 
should you? 
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Have fun on 
Family Day 

Metro won’t be publishing on 
Monday, Feb. 18. Look for us 
again on Tuesday. 


SETTLING 

STORIES 

A BIBLE, A QUILT AND A PHOTO. A 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH SPECIAL PA a E37 





Transit ridership in the dty grew 3.1 per cent in 2012, with more and more people using the system than ever before. 


Accused mom 
is ‘innocent,’ 
husband says 


First-degree murder 
charge. Province, 
medical system failed 
Nerlin Sarmiento, 
husband Florentino 
Jajoy claims 


The husband of an Edmonton 
woman charged in the death 
of their seven-year-old son says 
his wife has been suffering 
with severe depression for the 
past two years. 

Florentino Jajoy said in a 
written statement on Thursday 
that his wife, Nerlin Sarmien¬ 
to, loved their son, Omar, and 
that she was in treatment and 
on medication. 

Police were called to an 
apartment on the south side 
of Edmonton on Tuesday 
morning. 

Results of an autopsy have 
not been released, although 



“We are certain ... she 
was not in her right state 
of mind and lost sight of 
herself under her 
prescribed medication.” 

Florentino Jajoy, husband of Nerlin 
Sarmiento, who is charged in the murder 
of their seven-year-old son 


police at one point said the boy 
appeared to have drowned. 

Investigators said in a re¬ 
lease that they believe they 
have enough evidence to show 
the death was premeditated. 

Sarmiento, who is 32, is to 
appear in court on Friday on a 
charge of first-degree murder. 

“As a family, our opinion is 
that she is innocent because 
she was not responsible for 
her actions,” Jajoy said in the 
statement. 

“She is a loving mother. 


wife and daughter who put her 
children’s needs before her 
own.” 

The couple also have a 
10-year-old daughter. 

“The media have made 
many versions of the story 
but as a family that has to go 
through this day to day, we 
are certain that Nerlin Sarm¬ 
iento loved her son Omar and 
that she was not in her right 
state of mind and lost sight of 
herself under her prescribed 
medication.” 

He also said she got the 
wrong treatment “considering 
her fragile and vulnerable 
state.” 

Jajoy said the province and 
the medical system failed his 
family and they did not “receive 
enough professional support 
from the medical institutions.” 

He ended his statement 
with: “Omar Jajoy, we love you 
and will remember you for the 
rest of our lives.” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



The only thing more attractive than 
a Sabal home is tine price. 

Now building in Secord, 

Trumpeter, McGonachie and Hawks Ridge. 


SABAL 

the uncommonly 
stylish homebuilder 



sabalhomes.com 
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Students react to possible cuts 


WEEKEND, February 15-18, 2013 

82 . 8 M trips 
lastvear. 



Budget cuts. Minister 
tells mayors tough 
budget ahead, but 
pain will be shared 


ryan.tumilty@metronews.ca 

Municipal Affairs minister 
Doug Griffiths reiterated 
the government’s pledge 
Thursday not to slash muni¬ 
cipal funding to balance the 
budget, but emphasized it 
will be a tough budget. 

Speaking at the Alberta 
Urban Municipalities Asso¬ 
ciation (AUMA) breakfast, 
Griffiths said the PC gov¬ 
ernment would not “bal¬ 
ance the budget on the back 
of municipalities.” He 
said cutting municipal 
funding would be the easy 
way out. 

“It’s not going to be blue 
sky, but it was so easy be¬ 
fore in previous budgets 
that you just cut all infra¬ 
structure investments and 
you cut all municipal fund- 


The University of Alberta 
Student’s Union is con¬ 
cerned the provincial 
budget will leave a major 
hole in the school’s fund¬ 
ing and they are worried 
about how those gaps will 
be filled. 

Student Union vice- 
president Petros Kusmu said 
they fear the coming budget 
will be a major blow to uni¬ 
versities. 

He said what they don’t 
know about looming cuts is 
what’s most concerning. 

“We are not entirely sure 
and that is what scares us 


The province is reviewing 
the Municipal Government 
Act, which governs how 
municipalities run across 
the province. Griffiths said 
an updated version of that 
act should be ready for the 
spring of 2015. 


ing,” he said. 

Griffiths said everyone 
would do their part to deal 
with the budget challenge. 

“We’re not going to put 
all the pain on (municipal¬ 
ities), so we can get away. 
We’re all going to share.” 

Edmonton councillor 
and AUMA president Linda 
Sloan said she would have 
preferred more details 
about what municipalities 
can expect, but the overall 
message was reassuring. 

“There wasn’t a lot of 
new information about the 
budget or the direction the 
government wants to take 
in terms of a new relation¬ 
ship,” she said. 


the most,” he said. “The un¬ 
certainty isn’t helping any¬ 
one at all.” 

University of Alberta 
president Indira Sam- 
arasekera suggested last 
week if there are tough cuts, 
her institution might move 
away from undergraduate 
programs, concentrating in¬ 
stead on research and gradu¬ 
ate programs. 

She said undergraduates 
would still be important, 
but smaller universities 
might take more of that 
load. 

Kusmu argues the univer¬ 


sity should have more spots 
for undergraduates, not less. 

“It’s a shame to think 
that this amazing institution 
that we are going to have in 
this province is only going 
to be there for the few.” 

He said publicly-funded 
universities should be doing 
all they can to help the prov¬ 
ince succeed. 

“If Alberta’s taxpayers 
are paying into an institu¬ 
tion that is not educating 
as many people as it should 
be, than we have to really 
be concerned,” said Kusmu. 

RYAN TUMILTY/METRO 


Transit 
busier than 
ever 

Whether you are on the 
LRT or on a bus, you are not 
imagining it: There are more 
people with you than ever 
before. 

Results released Thurs¬ 
day show more Edmonton¬ 
ians are using transit, with 
82.8 million trips on the 
system last year, compared 
to 80.3 million in 2011. 

“It is not a matter of 
build it and they will come, 
they are already coming,” 
said Bob Boutilier, the 
city’s general manager of 
transit services, reacting to 
the news Thursday. 

The city now estimates 
there are 97,120 people 
taking the LRT each day, up 
from 95,320 in 2011, and 
more than double what the 
city saw a decade ago. 

Boutilier said the 
growth is hard for the city 
to keep up with and said 
some buses are bypassing 
passengers and LRT trains 
are often running full. 

“With the growth that 
we are seeing, we are fall¬ 
ing behind the eight ball, 
we are just not able to keep 
up,” he said. 

Coun. Amarjeet Sohi 
pushed, unsuccessfully, 
for additional funding for 
the system during budget 
deliberations last year and 
said he is glad to see the 
system grow. 

He said that should be 
a clear sign to city council 
during next year’s budget 
deliberations. 

“I think additional re¬ 
sources for transit becomes 
a strong, strong possibility 
when you see this kind of 

growth.” RYAN TUMILTY/METRO 



Municipalities will be 
protected: Griffiths 




The only thing more attractive than 
a Sabal home is the price. 


Now building in Secord, 
Trumpeter, McConachie 
and Hawks Ridge. 
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Includes the Fido ADVANTAGE 


Hurry, don’t miss this limited time offer. 

Visit a store, call 1-866-301-3436 or go to fido.ca. 



FIDO STORES 

Bonnie Doon Shopping Centre, Edmonton 
City Centre, Edmonton 
Kingsway Mall, Edmonton 
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Mill Woods Town Centre, Edmonton 
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And that’s what the 
project, which operates 
through workshops year- 
round, is about, said Green, 
noting she receives mes¬ 
sages on Twitter, Facebook 
and through email from 
people who receive letters. 

Michelle DeBay, who 
volunteered Thursday with 
her daughters, ages 13 and 
8, couldn’t think of a better 
way to spend the morning. 


“I kind of prepared my 
girls ahead of time that 
(they) may not get the best 
reactions,” she said. “I said 
if you make one person’s 
day, that’s enough. 

“But I think we made a 
lot of people’s day today.” 


#YegiOOOLove. 

Valentine's event 
provided 1,000 letters 
to Edmontonians 
over three days 


From me 
to you, 
stranger 

“Life begins at the end of 
your comfort zone.” 

That Neale Donald 
Walsch quote makes 
me plan adventures and 
try new things. But I’ve 
learned stepping outside 
of one’s comfort zone can 
be simple — very simple. 

I have participated in 
three of Ashley Green’s 
Love Letters 2 Strangers 
workshops since October. 
Making between 20 and 
35 letters each time, I have 
handed them out in the 
days and weeks following 
each session. 

And by handed them 
out, I mean left them in 
coffee shops, at restau¬ 
rants and even in eleva¬ 
tors. 

I had never actually 
worked up the courage to 
directly give one of these 
love letters to a stranger. 

Until Thursday. 

On Valentine’s Day, I 
gave out between 40 and 
50 to strangers on Jasper 
Avenue, as part of Ashley’s 
#YeglOOOLove event. 

Some probably thought 
they were silly, while 
others may have needed a 
pick-me-up, laugh or com¬ 
pliment to steer their day 
in the right direction. But 
almost everyone seemed 
surprised at the gesture, 
and expressed genuine 
thanks. 

Jr Like many others 
who participate, I write 
what I’d like to hear. So 
it is my hope that if you 
have found or received 
one of these letters, or do 
in the future, it’s some¬ 
thing you can appreciate 

too. HEATHER MCINTYRE/METRO 


HEATHER 
MCINTYRE @ 

One thousand love letters 
found their way to stran¬ 
gers from strangers in Ed¬ 
monton this week. 

That was Ashley Green’s 
goal for #YeglOOOLove, a 
Valentine’s Day-themed 
event put on through her 
ongoing Love Letters 2 
Strangers project, which 
has grown immensely since 
she started it a year and a 
half ago. 

“We spent probably just 
over four hours distributing 
letters within three days,” 
Green said Thursday. “It’s 
kind of like an explosion of 
love letters.” 

A workshop at the Wood- 
croft library branch Feb. 9 
saw about 60 people fold, 
write and decorate 1,034 
notes of encouragement, 
support and jokes that were 
handed out Tuesday on the 
LRT, Wednesday at West Ed¬ 
monton Mall, and Thursday 
along Jasper Avenue. 

On Thursday morning, 
which was Valentine’s Day, 
about 500 letters were 
distributed. Most were ac¬ 
cepted with a smile or 
thank you, while other 
people responded with a 
hug or high five. One man 


even bought coffee for the 
letter givers. 

“It was cool to see 
people’s faces brighten up 
when you hand them to 
them,” said Michelle Lam, 
one of a dozen volunteers 
handing out notes at 6 a.m. 
Thursday. “It’s just really 
great to know that some¬ 
thing so small can make 
just a little bit of a differ¬ 
ence in someone’s day.” 


‘I think we made a lot 
of people’s day today’ 


THE EVERY DAY WAY takeETS.com/BuyTransit 



PLUS Enter to WIN 
10,000 AIR MILES 9 
reward miles!** 




Buy Your Pass Online and Earn 

DOUBLE 

AIR MILES®reward miles!* 


















No-charge 4MATIC™ 4ALL. It’s a gripping offer. 

4MATIC™ permanent all-wheel drive is now available to you on a wide range of models, 
at no additional cost. 2 


3 


PAYMENTS 

WAIVED 3 

FOR A LIMITED TIME. 





THE 2013 C 300 4MATIC™. TOTAL PRICE 1 : $42,630** 

■ New generation more powerful V6 engine with 248 hp 

■ 4MATIC™ permanent all-wheel drive 

■ Improved fuel economy with ECO Start/Stop technology 

FINANCE APR 

0.9 % 

60 MONTHS 

LEASE APR 

39 % 

48 MONTHS 

LEASE PAYMENT 

*378 

$7,170** DOWN 

4matic.ca H 

THE ALL-NEW 2013 GLK 350 4MATIC™. TOTAL PRICE 1 : $47,540** 

■ New fuel efficient 3.5L CGI V6 engine with 302 hp 

■ 4MATIC™ permanent all-wheel drive 

■ ECO Start/Stop technology 

FINANCE APR 

0.9 % 

60 MONTHS 

LEASE APR 

3.9 % 

39 MONTHS 

LEASE PAYMENT 

*478 

$7,230** DOWN 

Mercedes-Benz 


The David Morris Difference: 

February Interest Rate Sale * Finance rate is reduced 1 % 
Reduced rate shown above. Offer ends February 28, 2013 


David Morris Fine Cars, 17407-1 1 1 Avenue, 780-484-9000 
davidmorrisfinecars.com 
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Drug bust. Police raid 
grow-op: Heat lamps were 
on, but nobody was home 


Police raided a southside Ed¬ 
monton home Thursday and 
found a sophisticated mari¬ 
juana grow-operation. 

In a rare move, officers 
from the Alberta Law Enforce¬ 
ment Response Team toured 
media through the bungalow 
on 79 Avenue near 109 Street 
where the operation was dis¬ 
covered. 

The modest bungalow was 
home to 140 plants, in vary¬ 
ing degrees of growth, but no 
one was home when officers 
executed the search warrant. 

“It’s still under investiga¬ 
tion, but we believe those 
responsible are currently in 
custody on unrelated police 
matters,” said acting Sgt. Ray 



Savage. 

Savage said most of the 
team’s investigations begin 
with tips from the public. 

RYAN TUMI1TY/HETRO 


RCMP officer 
struck by truck 

An RCMP officer from Spruce 
Grove/Stony Plain is in 
hospital after a head-on crash 
Thursday morning. 

Cst. Marcus Hirschfleld 
was leaving a roll-over south 
of Spruce Grove when he was 


hit by a GMC Sierra truck 
while driving on Golden 
Spike Road around 7 a.m. 

The fire department had 
to use the Jaws of Life to free 
Hirschfield, who was taken 
to the University of Alberta 
hospital via STARS. 

He suffered non-life- 
threatening injuries, includ¬ 
ing a broken pelvis, femur 
and ankle, metro 


ALL-AGES VENUES DANGEROUSLY 
CLOSE TO GETTING SQUEEZED 
OFF THE SCENE 



FOOTNOTES 

omouallemOgmail.c 


At the end of February, the 
pope will hang up his luxuri¬ 
ous hat and Transcend Coffee 
on Jasper will cease serving 
its luxurious coffee. I bet the 
latter will be missed more — 
but not because of its perfect 
brews. 

There are quality coffee 
shops up the street, and Tran¬ 
scend has other locations. 
But the Elevation Room, its 
all-ages music venue, can’t 
be replicated. 

“The dynamics of this 
room are what made it spe¬ 
cial,” says Joe Gurba, who 
named and booked the 
room. “Upstairs is where all 
the commerce happens, leav¬ 
ing the downstairs to be this 
sanctuary of art.” 

Full disclosure: Gurba is 
a friend, and, like him, I’m a 
rapper. I’ve played the room 
more than once. Lacking 
decor, tables and windows, 
it wasn’t perfect, but I was 


The odds are against young people seeking 
exposure to live music or a stage of their 
own, because in North America alcohol is 
simultaneously glorified and perverted. 


guaranteed a captive audi¬ 
ence. 

It was also one of the 
few places where teens 
and adults stood before the 
same stage, on the common 
ground of live music’s magic. 

The last show, on Feb. 27, 
features Gurba, "Tyler Butler 
and other musicians who 
helped run the Elevation 
Room since April. Just shy of 
its first birthday, it’s home¬ 
less. And as Gurba seeks a 
new shelter, “all-ages” isn’t 
one of his demands. 

He says he’s witnessed 
many all-ages venues come 
and go, because, with fewer 
liquor sales, the overhead is 
at odds with young people’s 
shallow pockets. 

The Elevation Room 
didn’t have that problem. 
It’s merely a casualty of Tran¬ 


scend’s “untenable lease.” 

That’s a sad loss, says 
Rhea March, youth-talent 
manager and organizer of 
folk fest’s emerging artists’ 
stage since 2008. “Many of 
my artists have benefited 
hugely by playing the room. 
We need those all-ages stages 
so that they can hone their 
craft.” 

In high school, my favour¬ 
ite day was the talent show. 
It was the only excuse I had 
to wear a do-rag. Afterward, 
it was back to rapping in my 
bedroom until I was curtailed 
by my sister’s laughter. 

The only exception was 
when Ed’s (then Red’s) held 
a freestyle battle in light of 
8 Mile turning every young 
male into a rapper. I got more 
than 30 seconds. More im¬ 
portantly, I was exposed to a 


host of future collaborators. 

But Ed’s, too, is closed. 

There are all-ages venues 
left, like Avenue Theatre 
and Expressionz Cafe, but 
the odds are against young 
people seeking exposure to 
live music or a stage of their 
own, because in North Amer¬ 
ica alcohol is simultaneously 
glorified and perverted. 

Underage performers 

can’t even get a permit to 
play bars. The AGLC stopped 
issuing those in 2007. Indeed, 
Gurba’s first performance, at 
17, required coming during 
sound check and hiding until 
showtime. 

Gurba says all-ages venues 
are in a constant flux. “When 
(the scene) is existing, we see 
some of the biggest talents 
coming out of Edmonton.” 

Michael Rault comes 
to mind. “(He was) able to 
grow much quicker than 
those who had to wait until 
they were 18, which is astro¬ 
nomically old if you realize 
how young kids play music.” 

And also it’s not fair to the 
people who are over 18 but 
don’t get to hear them. 


Advertisement 


Finally A Weight Loss Plan That Works 

Reduce weight, inches and fat in just 1 4 days with Almased® 


W ant a fast, yet safe way to lose weight and look great? 

Almased offers an effective weight loss solution that 
boosts energy and preserves muscle mass. Its unique 
formula is clinically tested to support proper nutrition and 
quick weight loss. While other dietary supplements often 
contain caffeine, ephedrine or other harmful stimulants, 
Almased blends only fermented non-GMO soy, yogurt and 
honey, for a formula that allows the body to metabolize 


7 Ways Almased works in the body 

1. Reduces weight, inches and fat. 

2 . Retains muscle mass while losing weight. 

3 . Has metabolism-boosting properties. 

4 . Keeps blood sugar balanced. 

5. Keeps thyroid function balanced. 

6 . Helps the body to metabolize carbohydrates, fat and protein. 

7 . Is an antioxidant for the maintenance of good health. 


carbohydrates, fat and protein. You can also supplement 
your diet with Almased to maintain immune function and 
benefit from its metabolism-boosting benefits. 

Over 1 O years of scientific research shows Almased 
nourishes the body as it stimulates healthy, long-term 
weight management and overall good health. Maintain a 
healthy weight, promote a feeling of well-being and retain 
muscle mass with Almased. 


For retailer inquiries, please call 

True North Nutrition directly at 
toll free 1-800-261-4223. 
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Buying A Toyota.... 

THE TOYOTA 
LINE TODAY! 
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0% FINANCING UP TO 72 MONTHS OR UP TO $ 10, 



NEW 2012 CAMRY LE 

#C649279 


NEW 2012 PRIUS 

#0437015 




2012 4RUNNER LTD 
WITH NAVIGATION 


#0080751 


r I 

2012 HIGHLANDER LTD 
WITH NAVIGATION 


MrOIBEu^ 

2012 SEQUOIA LTD 


► ►► 


*44,988 


#01568 


► ►► 


$ 42„988 


#0064496 


Out of Town 1.800.661.9845 email: bryan(a)sun.toyota.ca 

Vehicles may not be exactly as illustrated. Example, 2013 Corolla based on 60 month lease, APR 0.9%. Lease end value $7657.86. Prices are plusCST only. Freight, PDI & block heater included. 


► ►► 


10130 - 82 Ave 


*58,988 


















Is stress affecting 
your love life? 

Increase Libido and 
Energy with Maca! 





Between work, family, household tasks and 
the thousand other things you're responsible 
for, is "not tonight dear" becoming your 
motto? Stress often goes hand in hand with a plummeting sex drive. 

Stress affects your hormones and if they are out of kilter, not only is your sex 
life affected but it can also lead to adrenal fatigue with the accompanying 
symptoms of cravings, fatigue, weight gain, poor sleep, moodiness 
and more... 


When you feel stressed your adrenal glands kick into high gear and begin 
to enlarge. In 2003, Spanish scientists reported in the journal Phytotherapy 
Research that Peruvian maca can actually shrink overworked adrenal glands. 

Ultimate Maca Energy™ provides the nutrients to support your adrenal glands 
and give you back the energy you need to tackle life and promote a healthy 
libido. Ultimate Maca Energy is high in B vitamins, amino acids, antioxidants 
and magnesium. These nutrients provide the support you need to increase 
energy, relax tense muscles and reduce stress levels. 


Look for Ultimate Maca Energy Platinum XP™ liquid and Ultimate Maca Energy 

in powder or capsules. Each of these has undergone the gelatinization process 
for the highest potency, optimal absorption and superior results. Ultimate 
Maca Energy and Ultimate Maca Energy Platinum XP are certified organic and 
traditionally sundried. 


^Improve Libido 
>/ Reduce Stress 
Increase Energy 

>/ Improve mental clarity 
and more... 


Ultimate Maca Users agree.... 

... increase in libido... my anxiety 
and irritability diminished ...I am 
sleeping better and have much 
more energy. ..moods improved 
... increased energy both mentally 

and physically . noticed the 

difference within a few weeks... 
more mental clarity... life is good! 99 
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^3 | ANY SIZE _ 

^ Only at your local Health Food Store 

MANUFACTURER COUPON - TO THE RETAILER: For redemption, mail to: £ \ 

Preferred Nutrition, 153 Perth Street, Acton, ON L7J 1C9 Expiry: March 31,2013 Code: 03-069 s c 

Qg> Preferred Nutrition PNO.CA f S®* 
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Marching for 
the missing 


Valentine’s Day 
memorial. Annual 
event calls attention 
to missing, murdered 
First Nations women 



600 


The number of First Nations women 
estimated to be missing or murdered 
in Canada. 



Students at the University of 
Alberta held a sombre cere¬ 
mony on Thursday to remem¬ 
ber 600 mothers, daughters, 
aunts and sisters who never 
came home. 

Across Canada, people 
gathered on Valentine’s Day 
to mark the national day of 
action to honour missing and 
murdered aboriginal women. 
In solidarity with a larger 
event planned in downtown 
Edmonton later that night. 


students and faculty at the U 
of A also marched across cam¬ 
pus to spread awareness and 
educate students by chanting, 
handing out pamphlets and 
leaving hearts with informa¬ 
tion about missing and mur¬ 
dered First Nations women. 

“Valentine’s Day is often 
a very commercialized holi¬ 
day, but I think this provides 
a reality check for people,” 
said marcher Kirsten 
Lindquist, who is a member 
of the Native Studies Stu¬ 
dents’ Association. 

Organizer Toni Letendre 


called on the government to 
raise awareness of aboriginal 
issues by introducing manda¬ 
tory Native Studies courses in 
secondary and post-secondary 
schools. 

“What do I think about 
(lack of awareness)? I don’t 
know what word to say other 
than bull—. The lack of 
awareness, the lack of under¬ 
standing of the colonial vio¬ 
lence within Canada has to 
do with the way we’re taught 
in life and the things people 
are told about indigenous 
people,” said Letendre, who 
has had her own experiences 
with racism in Edmonton. 

The Native Women Asso¬ 
ciation of Canada says more 
than two-thirds of cases of 
missing and murdered ab¬ 
original women in Canada 
occurred in British Columbia, 
Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba. 



Man struck, 
killed by truck 

A northern Alberta man is 
dead after being hit by a 
pickup truck while crossing 
the street in St. Paul on 
Thursday morning. 

RCMP say the 46-year- 
old man was walking in a 
marked crosswalk down¬ 
town when he was hit by a 
Dodge Ram making a left 
turn. The man was taken 
to a local hospital where he 
was pronounced dead. 

The 74-year-old driver 
of the vehicle was arrested, 
but no charges have been 
laid. RCMP say visibility and 
road conditions were good 
at the time of the accident. 

METRO 


Looking for a league. 
Capitals won't play in 2013 


It’s strike two for the Ed¬ 
monton Capitals, as the 
team will stay off the field 
again this year. 

The baseball team didn’t 
play at Telus Field last year 
after its umbrella organiza¬ 
tion, the North American 
League, collapsed. The team 
has been unable to find a 
new league. 

“Our fans deserve the 
best product we can deliver, 
but we must first secure a 
sustainable business mod¬ 
el,” team vice-president Dar¬ 
ryl Potter said on Thursday. 

The Capitals are working 
on a long-term lease with 
the city for Telus Field and 



the Edmonton Prospects are 
expected to use the field 
this summer, metro 
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5 Canadian speedskaters at Silver Skate Festival 

Edmonton's Silver Skate Festival returns to Hawrelak Park for its 23rd year this weekend. A new event is Day on Skates, Saturday and Sunday 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., where festival-goers can meet Speed Skating Canada's local, national and Olympic team members 


COMPILED BY HEATHER MCINTYRE 

heather.mcintyre@metronews.ca 


Jessica 
Gregg 

The 24-year- 
old Edmon¬ 
ton short 
track speedslcater won silver in 
relay at the 2010 Olympics, and 
has also won multiple individual 
and relay medals at world cham¬ 
pionships and world cups. 

She comes from a family 
of skaters: Her mother, Kathy, 
was an Olympic speedskater, 
while her dad, Randy, played in 
the NHL and the Olympics. Her 
brother, Jamie, is on the long 
track national team, while her 
sister, Sarah, was on the long 
track development team. 



Gabrielle 
Waddell 

The 24-year- 
old Red 
Deer short 
track speedskater is a Canadian 
Open Championship medalist, 
who has also collected mul¬ 
tiple silver and bronze medals 
at world cup events. She was 
named to the 2012 world 
championship team, but did 
not skate. 

She is somewhat of a musi¬ 
cian, having completed her 
Grade 6 Royal Conservatory and 
Grade 1 musical theory. She 
is married to long track speed 
skater Tyler Derraugh. 



Denny 
Morrison 

The 

27-year-old 
Fort St. 

John long track speedskater 
was a gold medalist in team 
pursuit at the 2010 Olympics, 
and a silver medalist in the 
same event at the 2006 Games. 

He was named Fort St. John 
skater of the year for seven 
consecutive years until he 
moved to Calgary in 2003. He 
competed in both short track 
and long track speedskating 
until the 2004-05 season, when 
he decided to focus on long 
track. 



f\ 



Tyler 
Derraugh 

The 26-year- 
old Win¬ 
nipeg long 

track speedskater won world 
championship gold in 2011. 

He also comes from a family 
of skaters: His father, Peter Wil¬ 
liamson, represented Canada at 
the 1968 Olympics in speedskat¬ 
ing, while his mother was on 
the national development team 
for long track, as well as the 
Canadian and North American 
champion in the intermediate 
short track category. His brother, 
Chris Williamson, has won sev¬ 
eral paralympic medals, includ¬ 
ing gold in downhill skiing. 


Jonathon 
Cavar 

The 35-year- 
old Ottawa 
native is 
currently in his sixth season as 
coach of Canada’s short track 
speedskating national teams. His 
work in 2012-13 is primarily with 
national team member Gabrielle 
Waddell and development team 
member Keri Morrison, who both 
train out of The Olympic Oval in 
Calgary. 

He was a Canadian short track 
champion in 1998, and a mem¬ 
ber of the national and develop¬ 
ment teams for five years. His 
sister, Valerie, was on the short 
track team at the 1998 Olympics. 
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RCMP accused. Har]>er cut 
down for telling victims to 
‘get on’ and report abuse 


The human-rights watchdog 
that documented allegations 
of police abuse against aborig¬ 
inal women in British Colum¬ 
bia is taking Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper to task for 
telling victims to just “get on” 
with reporting abuse. 

Samer Muscati, a Can¬ 
adian researcher who was 
involved in compiling the 
report released Wednesday, 
said Harper missed the whole 
point — that aboriginal 
women and girls are often 
too traumatized to co-operate 
with police. 

“Those comments ignore 
the fear of reprisal those vic¬ 
tims have,” Muscati said in an 
interview Thursday. 

The report, from a New 
York group called Human 
Rights Watch, accuses RCMP 
officers of abusing aboriginal 
women and girls in northern 
B.C., and also includes an al¬ 
legation of rape. 

The alleged incidents were 
uncovered as part of a broad¬ 
er investigation into charges 
of systemic neglect of mis¬ 
sing and murdered aboriginal 
women along B.C.’s Highway 
16, nicknamed the “Highway 
of Tears.” 


Harper said the govern¬ 
ment has asked the Commis¬ 
sion for Public Complaints 
Against the RCMP to look 
into the allegations but he 
urged those connected with 
the report to simply come 
forward. 

“If Human Rights Watch, 
the Liberal party or anyone 
else is aware of serious al¬ 
legations involving criminal 
activity, they should give 
that information to the ap¬ 
propriate police so that they 
can investigate it,” he told 
the House of Commons on 
Wednesday. “Just get on and 
do it.” 

Muscati said Human 
Rights Watch tried to brief 
Harper and three cabinet 
members in advance of the 
report’s release, but they 
were rebuffed. 

Muscati said the group has 
no intention of sharing the 
information it has about the 
abuse allegations, as Harper 
urged them to do. 

“We have to stand by the 
victims who have asked us 
not to identify them because 
they’re terrified of police re¬ 
taliation,” he said. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Mexico added to 
‘safe' country list 

Mexico, a country awash in 
drug-related violence, is no 
longer considered by Can¬ 
ada to be a major source of 
genuine refugees. 

It was among eight 
“safe” countries added 
Thursday to a controversial 
list now used by immigra¬ 
tion to fast-track claims. 

Immigration Minister 
Jason Kenney has said 
the changes will help cut 
through fraudulent claims 
clogging the system. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Bureaucrats sorry 
for privacy breach 

We’re sorry: That was the 
message offered to a House 
of Commons committee 
Thursday from three senior 
federal bureaucrats respon¬ 
sible for the loss of personal 
information belonging to 
more than half a million 
Canadians. 

Employees at Human 
Resources and Skills De¬ 
velopment Canada lost an 
external hard drive and a 
USB key loaded with data in 
November, the Canadian press 
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Quebec tells zombie 
hordes to drop dead 


Civil security. 

Province nixes plans for 
walking-dead-themed 
emergency training 
exercise at symposium 


The zombie apocalypse has 
been cancelled. 

The Quebec government 
has stepped in to scrub plans 
for a zombie-themed emer¬ 
gency training exercise. 

Participants at an annual 
symposium on civil security 
had been planning to use a 
hypothetical living-dead attack 
to test emergency prepared¬ 
ness. 

Such a theme has been used 
elsewhere. The logic behind it 
is to use something that could 
never actually occur, as op¬ 
posed to a flood or an ice storm, 
because that way emergency¬ 
preparedness officials might 
think of new problems and 
solutions. 

News of the plan had elicit¬ 
ed considerable guffaws this 
week, along with some com¬ 
plaints about wasteful govern¬ 
ment spending. 



Flesh-eaters won’t be rising in 
la belle province after the Quebec 
government ordered a halt to 
a zombie-themed security exercise 


So now the provincial cab¬ 
inet has stepped in. Public 
Security Minister Stephane 
Bergeron announced in a press 
release Thursday that he has or¬ 
dered a change of plans. 

The new scenario will simu¬ 
late a flood. 

“I thought ... the theme of 
the workshop had taken on 
a greater importance than its 


Spreading like an infectio 


Hypothetical zombie attacks 
are becoming a popular 
emergency preparedness 
teaching tool. 


Last September, the U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security held a similar 
exercise as part of a cam¬ 
paign to encourage better 
preparation for genuine 
disasters. 


B.C. conducted a similar 
exercise last May, offering 
tips on how to prepare for 
a fake zombie apocalypse 
to generate awareness of 
social-media tools. 


goal and that it was better to 
change it,” Bergeron said in a 
statement. 

He said he took the decision 
“so as not to undermine the real 
purpose of the activity, which is 
and remains a very important 
exercise for civil security.” 

He said he needed to act to 
preserve the credibility of the 
symposium, the Canadian press 



Love is in the air 

Portuguese performer Pauliana Almeida, 34, kisses her partner, Yuga 
Hatta, 26 , of Japan, after rappelling down the Clerigos Tower during 
a performance to mark Valentine’s Day in Porto, Portugal, Thursday. 

PAULO DUARTE/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



New Florida 
licence rules come 
as shock to drivers 


Canadians on both sides 
of the border expressed 
surprise and indignation 
Thursday upon learning 
new rules require them to 
have an International Driv¬ 
ing Permit to motor around 
Florida. 

But as word of the 
change began to circulate, 
officials in the state that 
millions of Canadians visit 
every year issued a release 
saying enforcement was 
being deferred because the 
change may run afoul of an 
international treaty. 

Under the rules intro¬ 
duced Jan. 1, all visitors 
with foreign licences must 
have an international per¬ 
mit issued by their country 
of residence in addition to a 
valid licence from home. 

The quiet implementa¬ 
tion of the regulations — 
which apply to any vehicle, 
including rentals — re¬ 
sulted in many Canadians 
being caught off guard. 

Florida officials have said 
the law was passed so police 
are not faced with foreign 
licence documents in 
languages they can’t under¬ 
stand. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Not guilty. Military 
jury clears ex-soldier 
of manslaughter charge 

A retired Manitoba warrant 
officer has been found not 
guilty of manslaughter in 
a 2010 training accident in 
Afghanistan that killed a 
fellow soldier. 

Paul Ravensdale has been 
convicted of four of the five 
other charges, the most ser¬ 
ious being unlawfully causing 
bodily harm. The other con¬ 
victions are on two counts of 
breach of duty and one count 
of negligent performance of 

• The prosecution had 
argued that Ravensdale 
ignored safety rules and 
allowed soldiers to stand 
too close to the mine. 

• But the defence said 
Ravensdale was simply 
following plans ap¬ 
proved by his superiors. 

militaiy duty. 

He was acquitted on a 
second charge of negligent 
performance of militaiy duty. 

Ravensdale was leading a 
test of anti-personnel mines 
in February 2010 when one 

misfired and sent hundreds 
of steel ball bearings in the 
wrong direction. 

The ball bearings killed 
Cpl. Josh Baker and injured 
four others, the Canadian press 

Record number of 
journalists jailed 
last year: Group 

A record number of journal¬ 
ists were imprisoned world¬ 
wide in 2012 in a “deteriorat¬ 
ing environment for press 
freedom,” a media advocacy 

group said Thursday. 

The New York-based Com¬ 
mittee to Protect Journalists 
said 232 journalists were 
jailed last year in a “trend 
driven primarily by terrorism 
and other anti-state charges 
levied against critical repor¬ 
ters and editors.” It said 70 
journalists were killed in 2012 
— 43 per cent more than in 

2011. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Anti-violence movement 
rises up around the globe 
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One Billion Rising. 

Widespread press 
coverage of gang rape 
in Delhi and Taliban 
shooting of Pakistani 
activist mobilized 
world, says organizer 


Thousands danced in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Hundreds chanted in South 
Africa, carrying signs and can¬ 
dles. The Philippines held a 
24-hour dance party. Scores of 
students in India gathered for 
a candlelight vigil. 

Organizers say these were 
among thousands of events 
taking place in 205 countries 
Thursday as part of One Bil¬ 
lion Rising, an international 
call led by Eve Ensler’s V-Day 
organization to end violence 
against women and girls. 

Ensler, author of The Va¬ 
gina Monologues, announced 
the campaign last year, ur¬ 
ging women and men around 
the world to walk out of work 
or school on Feb. 14, 2013, 
and dance to raise awareness 


of the troubling UN statis¬ 
tic that one in three women 
worldwide will be raped or 
beaten in her lifetime. 

“It’s happening, and what 
we’re seeing is really huge up¬ 
risings,” Ensler said Thursday 
in a telephone interview from 
Congo. “It’s amazing because 


it goes from huge events like 
in Collins Square in London 
to six girls in a living room in 
Iran. That’s what’s so beauti¬ 
ful about it, like the whole 
world’s doing it in the way 
they can do it.” 

Scheduled events included 
flash mobs in San Francisco, a 


Zumba dance party with Jane 
Fonda in Los Angeles, a special 
program at New York’s Ham- 
merstein Ballroom featuring 
Rosario Dawson and Glenn 
Close, and a rally led by Mar¬ 
tin Luther King Jr.’s daughter 
Bernice A. King in Atlanta. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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YMCA of 
Edmonton 


Participate in exciting community programs at the 
YMCA Family Resource Centre located 
within the Boyle Street Plaza. 


A wide variety of programs await: 

• FITNESS PROGRAMS Designed for many age groups including 
Women Only Fitness, Seniors Active-Tea, Adult Fitness and Kid's 

Time. 

• EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS Develop your artistic 
side, learn to cook or improve your grades with 
programs including Music and Me,The Art of 
Paper, Homework Club and Kids Can Cook. 

• COMMUNITY PROGRAMS Connect with 

others in the community and develop 
practical skills with Creative Life Skill 
Building and Triple P. 

For more information on any of these 
programs, please contact Jill Peters 
at jpeters@edmonton.ymca.ca or 
780 426-9265. 

YMCA Family Resource Centre 

9538 1 03 A Ave 780 426-9265 

edmonton.ymca.ca 


Finandal assistance is available through the YMCA Opportunity Fund. 
For application details go to our website at edmonton.ymca.ca 
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Frompodium 
to police cell 

Since captivating the world 
with his groundbreaking 
Olympic trip to London, Os¬ 
car Pistorius’ life seemed like 
an extended victory lap. 

More than 230,000 Twit¬ 
ter followers have been 
given a glimpse into a life of 
fast cars and luxury holidays 
as the hero was feted by an 
adoring public. The “Blade 
Runner” has revelled in the 


fame that came from becom¬ 
ing the first amputee sprint¬ 
er to compete at both the 
Olympics and Paralympics. 

Among dozens of tweets 
in recent weeks, there are 
only a scattering of refer¬ 
ences to the girlfriend he is 
now accused of killing on 
Thursday. 

Quoting a tweet from 
Reeva Steenlcamp on Dec. 
6 — “Wondering what my 
stalker is up to? Kinda miss 
him lurking around 2nyt” — 
Pistorius replies: “Heard he 


is taking a water break with 
the boys!;)” 

Steenkamp gushed over 
Pistorius on Twitter, seem¬ 
ing to relish going out with 
one of South Africa’s biggest 
stars. 

By contrast, there was 
little outpouring of affec¬ 
tion from Pistorius, al¬ 
though there was no indi¬ 
cation their relationship 
had soured. Steenkamp 
was shot four times at Pis¬ 
torius’ home in Pretoria. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Peace-of-mind 
comes standard. 

Every Certified Mercedes-Benz comes 
with a standard Star-Certified warranty. 


© 2013 Mercedes-Benz Canada Inc. 2010 GLK 350 model shown, stock # P10-9947 $29,999. *0.9% financing only available through Mercedes-Benz Financial 
Services on approved credit for a limited time. Available for 24 month finance on model year 2008-2012 Certified Mercedes-Benz (less than 140,000 km) and MY 
2008-2012 Certified smart (less than 100,000km). Finance example based on a 2008 model: $20,000 at 0.9% per annum equals $841.17 per month for 24 months. 
Cost of borrowing is $188 for a total obligation of $20,188. Down payment may be required. Licence, insurance, taxes and PPSA are extra. Additional provincial- 
specific fees, taxes and charges may be extra. Dealer may lease or finance for less. Offer may change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offers. 
See your authorized Mercedes-Benz dealer for details or call the Mercedes-Benz Customer Relations Centre at 1-800-387-0100. Offers end February 28th, 2013. 



Track star 


charged 
with murder 
of girlfriend 


‘Blade Runner/ Model 
Reeva Steenkamp was 
shot at the home of 
paralympic superstar 
Oscar Pistorius 


South African paralympic 
sprint runner Oscar Pistorius 
was charged Thursday with 
the murder of his girlfriend 
who was shot inside his 
home, a stunning develop¬ 
ment in the life of a national 
hero known as the Blade Run¬ 
ner for his high-tech artificial 
legs. 

Reeva Steenkamp, a mod¬ 
el who spoke out on Twitter 
against rape and abuse of 
women, was shot four times 
in the predawn hours in the 
house, in a gated community 
in the capital, Pretoria, police 
said. 

Hours later after under¬ 


Reeva Steenkamp, 30 , cam¬ 
paigned against rape and 
violence against women. 
Thursday morning she was to 
give a talk at a Johannesburg 
school. The next day she 
was going to wear black to 
protest the brutal rape and 
mutilation of a 17 -year-old. 


• The freckled, leggy blonde 
appeared in international 
advertisements and was 
South Africa's face of 
Avon. 


going police questioning, 
Pistorius left a police station 
accompanied by officers. He 
looked down as photograph¬ 
ers snapped pictures, the 
hood on his grey workout 
jacket pulled up, covering 
most of his face. 

His court hearing was ori¬ 
ginally scheduled for Thurs¬ 
day afternoon but has been 
postponed until Friday to 
give forensic investigators 
time to carry out their work. 

South Africans were 
shocked at the killing. But 
while Pistorius captured the 
world’s attention with his 
Olympic quest, police said 
there was a recent history of 
problems involving him. Po¬ 
lice spokeswoman Brigadier 
Denise Beulces said the inci¬ 
dents included “allegations 
of a domestic nature.” 

“I’m not going to elab¬ 
orate on it, but there have 
been incidents (at Pistorius’ 

home).” THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Vegas V-Day gun promos ‘in poor taste* 


‘Take a shot at love’. 

Gun-control advocates 
say the specials trivialize 
the danger of guns 


One Las Vegas shooting range 
is selling “take a shot at love” 
packages that include 50 sub¬ 
machine gun rounds. Another 
is offering wedding packages 
in which the bride and groom 
can pose with Uzis and ammu¬ 


nition belts. And a third invites 
lovebirds to renew their vows 
and shoot a paper cutout zom¬ 
bie in the face. 

Never known for its under¬ 
statement or good taste. Sin 
City is bucking the U.S. trend 
of avoiding flippant gun pro¬ 
motions after the Connecticut 
school shooting in December 
left 20 young children dead. In¬ 
stead, it is embracing tourists’ 
newfound interest in big guns 
the only way it knows how: By 
going all in. 




Public enemy No. 1 

This poster, displayed at a Chicago Crime Commission news conference 
Thursday in Chicago, shows Joaquin “El Chapo" Guzman, a drug kingpin in 
Mexico, who was deemed Chicago’s Public Enemy No. 1. It is the first time 
since prohibition, when the label was created for Al Capone, that anyone 
else has been named Public Enemy No. 1 . m. spencer green/the associated press 


Valentine’s Day 

underfirein 

Pakistan 

Romance is not dead in 
Pakistan, but it’s under 
attack. 

Conservatives in 


Pakistan tacked up post¬ 
ers urging people to 
boycott Valentine’s Day 
on Thursday, saying it’s 
a Western-inspired event 
that’s spreading vulgarity 
in their country. Romantics 
fought back with an arsenal 
of flowers, pink teddy bears 
and heart-shaped balloons. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



“These gun stores and 
shooting ranges offer 
bad puns in poor taste 
in their efforts to put a 
happy face on firearms.” 


Josh Sugarmann, executive director of the 
Washington D.C-based Violence Policy Center 


Capitalizing on the state’s 
relaxed gun laws, shooting 


ranges offer an armoury of mil¬ 
itary-grade weapons that aren’t 
accessible in other states. And 
because this is Las Vegas, they 
also allow customers to destroy 
photographs of exes, make sou¬ 
venir T-shirts full of holes and 
shoot fully-automatic weapons 
in barely-there bachelor party 
man-kinis. 

Some gun-control advocates 
say the promotions trivialize 
the dangers of high-powered 
weapons. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 




RBC Royal Bank 


Great mortgage rates 
at every turn. 


Short-term flexibility, long-term stability 
and everything in between. 


+ Up to 120 day rate guarantee 1 
+ We’ll cover your switching costs 2 
+ Flexible pre-payment options 
+ Home Equity Credit Line at Prime + 1/2% 
(Prime + 1% at other banks) 3 
+ Canada’s largest mortgage specialist team 
— advice that comes to you 


Speak with an RBC Royal Bank® mortgage specialist 
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Merger gives birth 
to U.S. mega-airline 


$llB deal. New carrier 
formed by US Airways, 
American Airlines will 
carry more passengers 
than any other in world 


American Airlines and US Air¬ 
ways agreed Thursday to merge 
in an $11-billion deal that 
would create the world’s big¬ 
gest airline. 

The combined carrier will 
be called American Airlines and 
be based in Fort Worth, Texas. 
It expects to have $40 billion in 
annual revenue and offer more 
than 6,700 daily flights to 336 
destinations in 56 countries. 

The deal is a coup for small¬ 
er US Airways Group Inc., and 
was driven by the persistence 
of its CEO, Doug Parker, who 
will run the combined airline. 
Parker sought a merger almost 
as soon as American parent 
AMR Corp. filed for bankruptcy 
protection in November 2011. 

As Parker pushed ahead, 
creditors forced AMR’s manage¬ 
ment to consider the value of a 
merger compared with a plan 
for an independent American. 
Eventually they concluded that 
the best return for stakehold¬ 
ers, and the best chance to com¬ 
pete with bigger rivals United 
Airlines and Delta Air Lines, 
came from a merger. 

The deal also caps a turbu¬ 
lent half-decade of bankrupt¬ 
cies and consolidation for the 



American Airlines and US Airways jets 
park at the Philadelphia International 
Airport on Thursday. 


U.S. airline industry. 

Since 2008, Delta gobbled 
up Northwest, United absorbed 
Continental and Southwest 
bought AirTran Airways. If this 
latest merger goes through, 
American, United, Delta and 
Southwest will control about 
three-quarters of U.S. airline 
traffic. 

The merger, expected to 
close in this year’s third quar¬ 
ter, will reduce the number of 
major U.S. airlines to four: The 
new American, United, Delta 
and Southwest. 

The rapid consolidation has 
allowed the surviving airlines 
to offer bigger route networks 
that appeal to high-paying busi¬ 
ness travellers. And it has al¬ 
lowed them to limit the supply 


• US Airways will leave the 
Star Alliance, which in¬ 
cludes Air Canada, United 
Airlines, Lufthansa, and 24 
other airlines. 


• Alliances allow passen¬ 
gers to earn and redeem 
miles on partner airlines. 


of seats, which helps prop up 
fares and airline profits. 

That concerns some con¬ 
sumer advocates, but Parker 
sought to assure travellers that 
the merger helps them too — 
by creating a bigger rival to 
United and Delta. 

“There are two very large 
airlines right now and this cre¬ 
ates a third,” Parker said in an 
interview. “It provides good 
competition to those two.” 

Most airline mergers have 
resulted in a reduction of 
flights and shrinkage at some 
hubs, but Parker said this deal 
will be different because US Air¬ 
ways and American overlap on 
just 12 routes. 

“Hopefully the service will 
be better with two airlines 
united to do what one hasn’t 
successfully done so far,” said 
Mary Gorman, 63, who was at 
Miami International Airport on 
Thursday. “If the service is bet¬ 
ter, I don’t mind paying more 
for a ticket.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Details of 
merger will 
take time 

While American Airlines and 
US Airways announced plans 
to merge Thursday, it will be 
several months, if not years, 
before passengers see any 


significant impact. 

Passengers with existing 
tickets on American or US 
Airways — and members of 
both frequent flier programs 
— shouldn’t fret. No changes 
will come anytime soon. 

American’s parent 
company, AMR Corp., is still 
under bankruptcy protection 
and will need the court to 


approve the deal. US Airways 
shareholders will also 
have to vote for a merger. 
Then the U.S. Department 
of Transportation and the 
Justice Department must 
sign off. Finally, once a deal 
closes, the new company 
could operate two separate 
airlines for a number of 
years, the associated press 



Buffett will have some ketchup on the side 

Billionaire Warren Buffett is dipping into the ketchup business as part of a $23-3-billion deal to buy H.J. Heinz 
Co., uniting a legend of American investing with a mainstay of grocery store shelves. It’s the largest deal ever 
in the food industry and is intended to help Heinz accelerate its transformation into a global business. The 
company, based in Pittsburgh, also makes Classico pasta sauces, Ore-lda potatoes and Smart Ones frozen meals. 
Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway is partnering on the deal with 3G Capital, the investment firm that bought Burger 
King in 2010. the associated press file 


Auto safety. New cars 
to have shoulder belts 
for rear centre seats 


All new cars built in Canada 
as of September 2015 will 
come equipped with shoul¬ 
der safety belts for the rear 
centre seat, a change that’s 
part of an alignment of auto 
safety regulations in Canada 
and the U.S. 

New crash test standards 
are also being adopted that 
could both improve auto¬ 
motive safety and save car 
makers millions of dol¬ 
lars, Health Minister Leona 
Aglulckaq said Thursday as 
she took part in announcing 
the changes. 

“Seat belts do save lives,” 
Aglukkaq said. “Improving 
(seat belts) based on new tests 


and whatnot is important 
and we need to continue to 
do that.” 

Car makers will also have 
to use female and child-sized 
dummies in their crash tests, 
says Transport Canada. Those 
tests must be conducted at 
higher speeds for front-end 
crashes and improvements 
will be required in air bag de¬ 
ployment testing. 

Canada has good auto safe¬ 
ty regulations now, but more 
can always be done. Trans¬ 
port Minister Denis Lebel 
told the news conference at a 
department testing facility in 
Gatineau, Que. 
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Pocket pets: 
Tamagotchi to 
launch app 

Tamagotchi is re-hatching 
as an app. Bandai Amer¬ 
ica Inc. and Sync Beatz 
Entertainment are hoping 
to revive the electronic pet 
craze of the 1990s with a 
new mobile app launching 
for Android devices. 

The app, which is 
called Tamagotchi L.i.f.e., 
duplicates the egg-shaped 



plastic toy that became a 
must-own sensation much 
like Beanie Babies, Tickle 
Me Elmo and Furby. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Balsilliehas sold 
BlackBerry shares, 
filing shows 

Jim Balsillie once re¬ 
mortgaged his house to 
help build the BlackBerry 
company, but by the end 
of last year, the former 
co-CEO had cleaned out any 
shareholder stake he still 
owned. A document filed 
with U.S. regulators shows 
that by Dec. 31, 2012 he no 
longer held shares in the 


company formerly known 
as Research In Motion. 

The documents don’t 
reveal how much he got 
for his stock, or when the 
shares were sold, but it 
illustrates how quickly 
Balsillie shed his stake in 
the company. 

In January 2012, 
Balsillie resigned from the 
co-CEO position, alongside 
co-founder Mike Lazaridis. 
They took director roles, 
but Balsillie completely 
exited the firm hardly 
two months later. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Full rebound 
from lockout 
won’t happen 
until fall, says 
Molson Coors 
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Montreal. Temporary 
lack of thirsty hockey 
fans had an impact on 
brewer's bottom line 


Molson Coors said it could 
take months for the brewer’s 
sales and profits to fully re¬ 
cover from the body blow sus¬ 
tained as a result of the NHL 
lockout. 

“The impact that it had in 
the second half of last year is 
permanent,” CEO Peter Swin- 
burn said in an interview 
Thursday after the company 
reported its year-end results. 

“Going forward ... I would 
hope that the fan base isn’t af¬ 
fected in any way. I wouldn’t 
expect it to be, given the 
popularity of hockey in Can¬ 
ada, so we’re hopeful that 
things will get back to nor¬ 
mal.” 



The Montreal and Denver- 
based brewer said it has seen 
a pickup in demand since the 
dispute ended in January, but 
the full benefit won’t fully 
resume until the fall because 
large retailers require up 
to six months to plan floor 
space and sales promotions. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Canada Post. Mail will keep 
arriving five days a week 


The mail will continue to be 
delivered in Canada five days 
per week, despite a media re¬ 
port that suggests otherwise, 
says Canada Post. 

The Crown corporation is 
looking at ways to save money 
as the mail delivery business 
continues to dwindle, but it’s 
denying that it was consid¬ 
ering cutting delivery sched¬ 
ules to four or even three days 
a week. 

“Canada Post is always 
looking for ways to improve 


efficiencies in operations 
while reducing costs,” the 
agency said in an statement. 

“To address our challenges 
Canada Post has launched sev¬ 
eral initiatives ... but no other 
major changes to operations 
are being made at this time.” 

The post office has been 
grappling with continuing 
operating shortfalls, having 
reported a $327-million loss in 
2011. It’s been losing money 
ever since. 
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KARDASHIANS, 
YOU AIN’T NO 
MOON GODDESSES 

n ._ Un, deux, trois. U.S. 

THE LIST President Baraclc Obama 

Mike Benhaim reacted to North Korea’s 

metronews.ca nuclear test Tuesday by promising 

firm action on what he views as 
Kim Jong-un’s “highly provocative 
act.” The prez claims the move blatantly threatens U.S. security 
and international peace. After all, America already has all the 
nuclear weapons the world will ever need. 

2 Missionary position. We bid farewell to Pope Benedict 
XVI, a sports fan obviously named after Super Bowl XVI 
when the 49ers defeated the Bengals. This week, the 
papal ‘Giant’ gathered the ‘Cardinals,’ some of whom might be 
‘Saints,’ and ask the ‘Angels’ to decide which ‘Patriots’ cup will 
runeth over. Vatican spokesman. Father ‘Lombardi’ says that 
Benedict is keeping the ‘book’ close, but that he has spent the last 
eight years assembling a team of veterans, still young enough to 
compete, that he believes can go all the way. So there. 

3 Games people play. Jacques Rogge, president of the 

International Olympic Committee, has agreed to discuss 
the decision to drop wrestling from the Games, but let’s 
face it, who cares? I mean, we’re not talking about a REAL sport 
like table tennis or synchronized swimming. 

4 Fortunate sons. Wonton Food Inc., largest U.S. producer 

of fortune cookies, has ceased printing intimate mes¬ 
sages like: “the evening promises romantic interest,” be¬ 
cause some parents complained they were inappropriate for their 
children. OK folks, if this offends you, my first suggestion is: don’t 
have kids. And if you choose to disregard this wisdom, well, good 
luck with school, the Internet, HBO, or raising a child in general. 

5 Space marketing. The SETI Institute and International 
Astronomical Union (IAU) started a public poll to name 
the recently discovered moons orbiting Pluto. The 
guidelines strictly specify names of underworld characters in 
Greek or Roman mythology, which disqualifies my entries of Kim 
and Khloe, Snooki and JWoww, and Tito and Jermaine, but many 
of the names from Harry Potter films still apply. 

6 Alternate reality TV. I dreamed I was at a party full of 

good-looking, talented, rich hobbyists who regularly have 
outrageous sex with extraordinarily attractive people. 
One would intermittently raise a glass to praise the other publicly 
for the value of their recreational output. I found myself looking 
in while the distance between us grew and panic set in just as I 
awoke, relieved that I hadn’t missed the Grammys. 

7 Capital duplicity. Notorious infidelity website Ashley 
Madison released its list of Canadian cities with the 
most cheating spouses. The hands-down winner was 
Ottawa, where about one out of every 20 residents are members. 
This sparked an outcry among citizens who were devastated to 
discover there is such dishonesty in our nation’s capital. 

8 Hear me roar. This week in 1975, at the height of 

women’s lib, Linda Ronstadt had her first and only solo 
#1 U.S. hit with You’re No Good. Ladies throughout 
America expressed solidarity as they enthusiastically sang the 
chorus to their men before defiantly leaving them. Just in time for 
Valentine’s Day. 



British army deploys the toy 



Spy chopper fits in 
palm of your hand 

It looks like a toy helicopter 
but one commander has 
called it “a game-changing 
piece of kit” in modern 
warfare. 

This pocket-sized 
aircraft. Black Hornet 
Nano, has been unveiled 
as the British army’s latest 
weapon against the Taliban. 
The surveillance drone has 
three cameras fitted inside 
its nose to allow troops to 
spy on enemies from afar. 

METRO WORLD NEWS 


“Previously, we'd have 
sent soldiers forward 
to see if there were 
any enemy fighters 
hiding inside a set of 
buildings. Now we're 
deploying a Black 
Hornet to look inside 
compounds. It's so 
small and quiet that the 
locals can't see or hear 
it.” 

Maj. Adam Foden, commander of the 
Brigade Reconnaissance Force at Camp 
Bastion, Afghanistan 



The drone relays video and still 
images to a handheld control 
terminal, ministry of defence 


Drones have killed 
children: UN 

Drones are now a main¬ 
stay for the militaiy but 
they are not without 
controversy. 

U.S. attacks by manned 
and unmanned aircraft 
have killed “hundreds” of 
children in Afghanistan, 
according to the Commit¬ 
tee on the Rights of the 
Child. The UN body said 
casualties were “due nota¬ 
bly to reported lack of 
precautionaiy measur es.” 

METRO WORLD NEWS 


Register at metropolitanpanel.ca 
and take the quick poll 


If you could have one superpower, which 
would it be? 



OMNILINGUALISM 


@ Aristaad: 

Hating winter seems like wasting 
your Life for half of every year. 
#yeg 


etttanja: 

for valentines day my best friend 
got me a segway tour through 
the #yeg river valley. No, I'm not 
joking. She's a gem. @nwiedz 


@Depp35: 

Been in a bush for lO hrs & I 
gotta say these man made rc 
smoother than #yeg roads. 


cp 1 


Ojlbrisbois: 

Umm who randomly wishes 
people Happy Valentine's Day 
over the phone??? #yeg 


@ChickadeeRob: 

Pair of twitterpated squirrels 
chasing each other today - reaLly 
hope that means spring is on its 
way! #yeg 


Okristimingo: 

Damn you bowling leagues! No 
valentines day bowling for us :( 
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RICHARD 
CROUSE AND 
MARKBRESLIN 



Films of the true 
North strong and free 


Celebrating the maple 
leaf. The Reel Guys 
take a look at their 
fave movies made by 
Canucks on National 
Flag of Canada Day 


Richard: Mark, Canada has a 
rich tradition of documentary 
film making, so I thought I’d 
start with one of my recent 
favourite Can Con films, a doc 
by Sarah Polley. Stories We 
Tell is a frank look at a family 
secret. For years Sarah’s family 
wondered why she didn’t look 
like her father, actor Michael 
Polley. In the film she exam¬ 
ines the story of her parent¬ 
age, but what could have been 
a self indulgent home movie 
is, instead, a riveting look into 
the dynamics of a group of in¬ 


dividuals bound together by 
birth and circumstance. What’s 
grabbed you lately? 

Mark: As it turns out, she 
doesn’t look much like her 
actual father, either! Yes, it’s a 
good movie, although the last 
20 minutes seemed too ab¬ 
stract for the rest of the film. I 
don’t think you can talk about 
Canadian film without talking 
about French-Canadian film. 
I’m especially thinking of the 
great Denys Arcand, whose 
films play like a Quebecois ver¬ 
sion of Woody Allen’s neurotic 
New Yorkers, and some of the 
coming-of age-themed movies 
like C.R.A.Z.Y and Leolo, which 
I think is a masterpiece. 

RC: Masterpiece is a big word 
— literally, it’s 11 letters! But 
it’s also applicable in the case 
of the movies you mentioned. 
While we’re waving that flag 


I’d also add in Hard Core Logo, 
Bruce McDonald’s long hard 
look at a punk band’s life and 
death on the road. It’s one of 
the best-loved Canadian films 
of all time and an all-time fa¬ 
vourite of mine, regardless of 
origin. Less known, but also 
worthwhile, is the sequel HCL2, 
an eye-popping followup that 
captures the spirit of the first 
film but is also fresh and sur¬ 
prising. 

MB: There are hidden gems 
throughout our cinematic his¬ 
tory. One of my favourites, 
Richard? A Fan’s Notes, from 
1972. Based on the Frederick 
Exley book of the same name, 
it’s a dark comedy about a mid¬ 
dle-aged guy who realizes he 
will always be a fan, but never 
a player, in everything he does. 

RC: A few years after A Fan’s 
Notes I saw The Silent Partner, 



The most romantic day 
of the year has come and 
gone, and while the rest of 
you are finishing off heart- 
shaped boxes of chocolates, 
the Reel Guys are celebrat¬ 
ing National Flag of Canada 
Day by rounding up some 
of the best Canadian films. 


a heist movie about a mall 
Santa with plans to rob a bank. 
It’s an entertaining movie with 
two lasting images: the newly 
built Toronto Eaton Centre and 
Christopher Plummer in drag! 

MB: And if you watch Coin’ 
Down The Road from 1970, the 
Royal York Hotel is the tallest 
building on the Toronto sky¬ 
line! 







Right Training, Wrong Job? 

IAF LOANS FOR 
IMMIGRANTS 

help pay for courses and exams so you can 
do the work in Canada you once did abroad. 


WWW.IAFCANADA.ORG/LOANS 
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The 63 rd Annual Berlinale, Germany's frosty answer to the Cannes Film Festival, is currently taking place, screening more than 400 films 
from around the world, with 19 of those competing for the Golden Bear award. Flere's some of the can't-miss entries. 


Side Effects 

A week after its release 
in the CJ.S., Steven 
Soderbergh brings his 
“last” film to Berlin 
— he’s threatening 
retirement after this and 
his HBO f ilm Behind the 
Candelabra. If this is it, 
he’s going out on a high 
note, with a taut adult 
thriller rooted in Amer¬ 
ica’s dependence on the 
pharmaceutical industry 
for mental health issues. 


The Necessary 
Death of Charlie 
Countryman 

Frederik Bond’s bizarre 
dystopian romance starring 
Shia LaBeouf and Evan 
Rachel Wood received some 
fairly lousy reviews out of 
Sundance, so it isn’t likely 
to earn any statues here, 
but what critics say about 
the over-the-top content of 
the film makes it fascinat¬ 
ing and hard to miss. 


NED EHRBAR 

Metro World News in Hollywood 

Yi Dai Zong Shi 
(The Grandmaster) 

While it’s not a part of the 
competition, Wong Kar- 
wai’s attention-grabbing 
martial arts masterpiece 
has been selected as the 
festival’s opening night 
film. The historical epic 
about the origins oflcung 
fu, featuring fight choreog¬ 
raphy by Yuen Woo-ping 
(the Matrix, Crouching 
Tiger, Hidden Dragon) offers 
plenty action and art-house. 


Night Train 
to Lisbon 

Based on Pascal Mercier’s 
high-minded 2004 novel, 
Oscar-winner Billie August’s 
film finds Jeremy Irons as a 
Swiss professor abandoning 
his post to investigate the 
life of a deceased Portu¬ 
guese doctor. With Melanie 
Laurent, Jack Huston and 
Charlotte Rampling along 
for this journey, this could 
prove to be some good, 
sophisticated fun. 


Dark Blood 

Also screening out 
of competition, this 
title is likely the most 
anticipated, as direc¬ 
tor George Sluizer has 
finally “completed” his 
1993 film, left un¬ 
finished when star River 
Phoenix died of a drug 
overdose 10 days before 
shooting was to be com¬ 
pleted. The missing seg¬ 
ments are filled in with 
Sluizer’s voice-over. 



Phoenix's last 
film to screen 

The late River Phoenix’s 
last movie. Dark Blood, has 
received a rare screening 
at the Berlin film festival. 
But its director says the 
picture may never go out 
for general release. George 
Sluizer told reporters 
Thursday negotiations with 
the financial company that 
owns the movie are “tough” 
because “they don’t care 
about culture, they care 
about money.” Phoenix 
died of a drug overdose in 
October 1993. He stars as a 
young widower living in the 
Arizona desert who takes a 
couple prisoner. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Should kids be in the Oscar race? 


Award season 
analysis. With 9-year- 
old Quvenzhane Wallis 
in the running for a 
best actress statue, 
experts debate if 
children are deserving 
of coveted awards 


Beasts of the Southern Wild 
star Quvenzhane Wallis is an 
actress of talent, poise and 
maturity well beyond her 
years. 

She was only five years 
old when she auditioned and 
six when she played the part 
of Hushpuppy, a little girl of 
fierce strength and resource¬ 
fulness living with her daddy 
in a squalid slab of Louisiana 


swampland known as The 
Bathtub. She was just a regu¬ 
lar kid from nearby Houma, 
La. — she’d never even acted 
before, and actually pretend¬ 
ed to be a year older than she 
was to be considered. 

Now, at only nine, Quven¬ 
zhane (Kuh-VAHN-zuh-nay) 
is the youngest-ever actress 
nominee at the Academy 
Awards. Altogether, Beasts 
has four nominations at the 
Feb. 24 ceremony, including 
best picture. 

While her presence is 
undeniable, Quvenzhane’s 
nomination raises the ques¬ 
tion: How young is too young 
to compete for an Oscar, the 
film industry’s highest hon¬ 
our, which has eluded per¬ 
formers with decades more 
experience and acclaim? Is 
a child really capable of act¬ 
ing, with craft, or do these 


performances reflect un¬ 
canny instinct? 

Director Benh Zeitlin 
doesn’t think nine is too 
young for such an honour. 
Zeitlin, who is up for a best- 
director Oscar himself with 
just his first feature, praised 
Quvenzhane for the incred¬ 
ible sense of self she dis¬ 
played from the beginning. 
But he also recalled one day 
when she seemed to be strug¬ 
gling on set, and he took her 
aside to ask what was wrong. 

“‘I know. I can’t snap it to¬ 
day. Normally I can snap it,’” 
he remembered her saying. 

“The fact that she had an 
internal sense of when she’s 
in character, when she’s get¬ 
ting the emotions right and 
feeling it, is really special 
even in experienced actors, 
but especially someone of 
her age to have that sort of 
s elf-awar ene s s. ” 

Justin Henry, who re¬ 
mains the youngest-ever Os¬ 
car nominee in any category 
for 1979’s Kramer vs. Kram¬ 
er, said that in some ways it’s 
a purer form of acting at this 
age. 

Henry was just six years 
old and had never acted 
when a casting director came 
to his Rye, N.Y., school look¬ 
ing for someone to play Billy, 
the little boy at the centre of 
Dustin Hoffman and Meryl 
Streep’s custody battle. 

He was seven when he 
shot the film and eight when 
he was nominated for best 
supporting actor. He lost to 
78-year-old Melvyn Doug¬ 
las for Being There. (Tatum 
O’Neal is still the youngest 
Oscar winner in any cat¬ 
egory; she was 10 when she 
earned the supporting-ac¬ 
tress Oscar for 1973’s Paper 
Moon.) 

A voting Academy mem¬ 
ber, Henry said he thought 
it was “awesome” to see 
Quvenzhane get nomin¬ 
ated for the acclaimed Fox 
Searchlight indie drama. 




which he called the best 
movie of the year. Now 
41 with a seven-year-old 
daughter of his own, he 
looks back at his own nom¬ 
ination and acknowledges: 
“I didn’t even know what it 
meant. ... I just remember 
being nervous as hell about 
having to give a speech in 


front of 3,000 people. 

“That’s the great thing 
about acting: In some ways, 
it’s a child’s game,” said 
Henry, who went on to play 
Molly Ringwald’s wisecrack¬ 
ing younger brother in the 
John Hughes classic Sixteen 
Candles and now specializes 
in web video distribution. 



Thelma Adams, contribut¬ 
ing editor at Yahoo! Movies 
and a longtime awards 
prognosticator, points out 
that Shirley Temple was 
already well on her way to 
a career by the time she 
was six, the same year she 
earned an honorary juvenile 
Oscar. "With (Quvenzhane’s) 
performance, it’s kind of a 
life force. They’ve captured 
this wonderful little girl ... 
but it's not an acting per¬ 
formance," says Adams. “I’ve 
seen her at parties," she 
adds. "I know she can get 
up in her party dress and 
charm, but I also saw a little 
girl who'd rather be riding 
a pony at a kids’ party. ... To 
have her nominated, it’s not 
good for her, no matter how 
great she was in the movie 
— and she was terrific — 
but this red carpet thing is 
a grind." 


“You’re just pretending, 
so sometimes it’s easy when 
you’re a kid. You just kind 
of follow your instincts.” 
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Amour 

Director. Michael Haneke 


Stars. Jean-Louis Trintignant, 
EmmanuelLe Riva 


The very definition of a 
small movie tackling a big 
subject. Amour takes a 
brutally hard look at aging. 
Retired music teachers 
Georges and Anne have 
their life thrown into flux 
after a medical condition 
leaves Anne incapacitated. 
Devoted to his wife, Geor¬ 
ges refuses to check Anne 
into a home, opting instead 
to care of her himself. True 
to its director’s reputation 
for creating bleak tableaus. 
Amour is neither precious 
nor judgmental of Georges 
decisions; rather Haneke 
lets his characters suffer the 
consequences of their deci¬ 
sions in a heart-wrenching 

film. IAN GORMELY 


A Glimpse Inside 
The Mind of Coppola 


Movies. It's ‘told from 
a guy's point of view,' 
but filmmaker says 
film is just about the 
human condition 


STEVE 

gow 

Actor Jason Schwartzman 
and filmmaker Roman Cop¬ 
pola are clearly good pals. 
Not only have they worked 
on several films together 
(including Moonrise King¬ 
dom — for which Coppola 
has earned an Oscar nom¬ 
ination for best writing) 
but the duo are practically 
inseparable as they pitch 
their latest comedy. 

“I just think we’re col¬ 
laborative by nature and 
I think it’s a good fit,” ex¬ 
plained Schwartzman re¬ 
cently during an interview. 
“And Roman, his attitude 
is if you can dream of it, 
we can do it — we’ll find a 
way.” 

Coppola has truly tested 


that mantra in A Glimpse 
Inside the Mind of Charles 
Swan III. Not only is the 
film’s title considerable but 
the “wild movie” involves 
a stylized world in which 
a graphic designer’s life 
(played by Charlie Sheen) 
unravels at the sudden de¬ 
parture of his true love in 
spite of his best friend’s 
(Schwartzman) support. 

“It’s told from a guy’s 
point of view but I was 
pleased when I showed 
the film and a good, close 
friend said (she) really re¬ 
lated to that character,” ad¬ 
mitted Coppola, who is cer¬ 
tainly unafraid to enact the 
sex-obsessed title charac¬ 
ter’s fantasies in the quirky 
comedy. 

“Hopefully it’s just about 
the human condition, so 
anyone can enjoy it.” 

The film (which opens 
Friday) has also been draw¬ 
ing obvious parallels be¬ 
tween Charles Swan and 
its notorious star Charlie 
Sheen — a circumstance 
that Coppola stops short of 
admitting, if only to praise 


“It was determined 
pretty early on that I 
would don as much 
curly hair as possible 
and as thick a beard as 
was doable. (My beard) 
cast quite an enormous 
shadow if the sun hit 
me in the right way/' 

Schwartzman, of his stylized look in the 
film. 


the actor. 

“He has a wit, charisma 
and charm that’s just some¬ 
thing certain people have 
and most people don’t,” 
said Coppola. 

“I knew that he had those 
chops and abilities as a real¬ 
ly fine actor so I was excited 
and felt confident that he 
would nail it and was really 
excited to present him back 
on the big-screen again be¬ 
cause I think he deserves to 
be there.” 
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iarth 3D (G) Fri 
5-7:10-9:30 Mon 
sd-Thu 7:10-9:30 
[ard (14A) Fri 


6:55-9:30 


12:45-3:50-7-10:10 No Passes Mon 
12-3-6:20-9:10 No Passes Tue-Thu 


Earth 3D (G) Fri 
12-2:20-4:45- 


7:10-9:40 A 


A Good Day to Die Hard (14A) No 
Passes Fri 4:30-7:30-10:30 No Passes 


7:30-10:30 No Passes Mon 1-4-7:10-10 
No Passes Tue-Thu 6:40-9:40 No 


Sun 12:10-2:40-5:10-7:40-10:20 No 


Passes Tue-Thu 7:10-9:45 



Mon 12:10-3:20-6:40-9:30 Tue-Thu 
6:30-9:20 


Warm Bodies (14A) Fri 4:40-7:40- 
10:10 Sat-Sun 1:10-3:40-7:20-10:10 
Mon 1-3:40-6:50-9:20 Tue-Thu 
7:10-9:45 



Buy 1 ticket for Feb 15 vs 
Washington and you get a 

iJ'S price ticket 

for the Feb 22 vs Minnesota 

Ca// f/»c ffusfM Otficc* at 

7BO- 73S- 
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Hugh Bonneville is 
lord of this manor 


Down ton Abbey. 

Actor reflects on the 
show's massive success 


The third season of Downton 
Abbey ends this Sunday with 
a bang. But even with that, 
the larger point remains that 
after Sunday’s Masterpiece 
Classic (airing at 9 p.m. East¬ 
ern on PBS), viewers must suf¬ 
fer Downton withdrawal until 
next season. 

But until then, we’ll have 
our memories. And what a sea¬ 
son this has been! The valet, 
Mr. Bates, was sprung from 
jail and a trumped-up mur¬ 
der charge to begin married 
life with his bride, the plucky 
lady’s maid Anna. Robert Craw¬ 
ley, Earl of Grantham (played 
by Hugh Bonneville), has got¬ 
ten Downton Abbey back on 
its feet financially with an able 
assist from his son-in-law and 
presumptive heir, Matthew 
Crawley. Matthew wed his true 
love. Lady Mary Crawley. But 
another of Robert’s daughters. 
Lady Sybil, died tragically dur¬ 
ing childbirth. 

Through it all, Robert’s 
mother Violet, Dowager Coun¬ 
tess of Grantham (played by 
Maggie Smith) delivered a bar¬ 
rage of withering, hilarious re¬ 
joinders to virtually every nar¬ 
rative twist. 

The 49-year-old Bonneville, 
even firmly planted in a 21st- 
century Manhattan hotel, looks 
to the manor born. Nonethe¬ 
less, his roles have strayed some 


distance from the lofty likes of 
Robert Crawley. For instance, 
Bonneville has been affable and 
bumbling in Notting Hill and 
Mansfield Park, and downright 
villainous in The Commander. 

And coinciding with his 
Downton duties, he also played 
the addled Head of Deliverance 
for the Olympics commission 
in Twenty Twelve, a BBC mini- 
series that spoofed prepara¬ 
tions for the London Olympics. 

“There are people who think 
I’ve been doing nothing for 25 
years, and then suddenly I get 
this role on Downton Abbey,” 
Bonneville says with a laugh. 
“But I’ve had a really lovely 
time for 25 years! I’ve played 
everything from Shakespeare 
to sitcoms to period dramas to 
modern serial killers.” 

Of course, Bonneville real¬ 
izes that Downton is a good 
bet for the lead citation in his 
obituary. He has finally ac¬ 
knowledged it: This show is a 
cultural phenomenon, not just 
a fad. 

And he has theories why: 
the savoury writing by series 
creator Julian Fellowes, the cast 
is splendid, production values 
are luxurious and the premise 
remains rich with possibility. 

“Underneath it all, this ser¬ 
ies is about romance rather 
than sex, it’s about tension 
rather than violence, and it’s 
about family — both the literal 
family and the staff as family,” 
says Bonneville, “ft explores the 
minutiae of those social struc¬ 
tures, the nuances of the sys¬ 
tem as to whether someone’s 
in or out.” the associated press 




Games of Thrones 

The HBO phenomenon Game 
of Thrones moves down the 
dial a few channels to reach 
a broader audience on Show¬ 
case Friday. Those new to the 
fantasy series can start with 
the 10-episode first season, 
which delves into themes of 
betrayal, lust and intrigue. 
Based on George R.R. Martin’s 
bestselling novels, the action 
is set in the fictional land 
of Westerns and centres on 
powerful families in a bloody 
struggle for control of the 
Seven Kingdoms of Westerns. 
(Showcase) 

Degrassi 

Friday’s two-part episode of 
Degrassi is being billed as 
so powerful that it needs 
its own followup special to 
discuss the boundary-pushing 
stoiyline. Things kick off 
with a new semester begin¬ 
ning at Degrassi, but Cam’s 
hesitant about returning after 
an amazing week at home. 
Dallas wants a date with a re¬ 
luctant Alii and makes it his 
mission to win her over. And 
a major turn of events for 
Eli “brings back things past.” 
Part Two airs next Friday, Feb. 
22, and will be followed by a 
half hour MuchTallcs special. 
(MuchMusic) 

Life is But a Dream 

Singing superstar Beyonce 
stars, directs and executive 
produces the feature-length 
documentary Life Is But a 
Dream on Saturday. Billed 
as a raw and intimate look 
at the singer’s life, the film 
blends home movies, confes¬ 
sional videos and perform¬ 
ances. It includes extensive 
first-person footage, some 
of it shot by Beyonce on her 



laptop, where she talks about 
her struggles with celebrity, 
the joys of performing and 
the thrill of becoming a 
mother last year. The film 
also promises to reveal the 
hard work involved in being 
Beyonce: the physical and 
emotional demands of pre¬ 
paring for live performances, 
running a business and keep¬ 
ing up with family life. (HBO 
Canada) 

The Amazing Race 

The Amazing Race makes 
yet another trek around the 
world with a new batch of 
travel-ready competitors 
Sunday. The 11 teams include 
hockey player brothers, one 
of whom is former Toronto 
Maple Leafs player Bates 
Battaglia. This year, the 
teams are set to travel more 
than 30,000 miles, hit five 
continents and zip through 
nine countries. Challenges 
include having to skydive 
from 10,000 feet in Bora 
Bora, taking part in a She- 
mozzle race in New Zealand, 
hunting for scorpions with 
the Bushmen of Botswana 
and scaling the north face 
of the Eiger Mountain in 
Switzerland. (CTV, CBS) 
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Consider how unusual it is 
for the exact breaking point 
of a big-time rock band to be 
chronicled on film. 

The Beatles’ Let it Be 
showed a slow disintegra¬ 
tion. For the Eagles, the 
end came abruptly at a pol¬ 
itical fundraiser in 1980. 
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Second flight. Eagles document 
their history in two parts 


Don Felder didn’t want to be 
there. Glenn Frey didn’t like 
his attitude. Add years of 
simmering resentment and, 
as they performed, threats 
exchanged under the music. 
Fists didn’t fly, but by the 
time each stalked into sep¬ 
arate limousines, the Eagles 
were toast for 14 years. 

It’s one of the fascinating 
moments in History of the 
Eagles, a documentary that 
airs on Showtime Friday 
and Saturday. The film has 
two parts just like the band, 
which has been together 
again since 1994. 

Frey, 64, said it was time 
to get the story on film 
while the health and mem¬ 
ories of everyone involved 
were intact. The Eagles 
courted filmmaker Alex Gib- 
ney, who won an Academy 
Award for his 2007 docu¬ 
mentary on torture. Taxi to 
the Dark Side, after being 
underwhelmed by the work 
of some specialists in music 
documentaries. 

Gibney expressed inter¬ 
est if he was free to tell a real 
story, not just an authorized 


one, and the Eagles agreed. 
He talked to each former 
member and associates like 
David Geffen, whose busi¬ 
ness relationship with the 
band ended badly. 

Another key for Gibney 
was having enough foot¬ 
age to make the story come 
alive. Here he got lucky. Al¬ 
though Frey and co-leader 
Don Henley were suspi¬ 
cious of outsiders during the 
height of the Eagles’ fame, 
they had the foresight to 
allow some filming, includ¬ 
ing extensive interview and 
concert footage from 1977, 
and that ill-fated 1980 bene¬ 
fit. Film was found of Frey 
and Henley playing in Linda 
Ronstadt’s backup band at 
Los Angeles’ Troubadour 
nightclub before the Eagles 
were born. 

“Theirs is the classic rock 
‘n’ roll story — scruffy kids 
hook up in L.A., form a band 
and have enormous success 
and at the height of their 
success they break up,” Gib¬ 
ney said. “It’s a rock ‘n’ roll 
fable.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Life Is But a Dream. 

Tm hoping it can 
comfort her when she 
needs it/ singer says 


Beyonce is hoping that her 
ultra-revealing documentary 
will someday provide inspira¬ 
tion for Blue Ivy, the year-old 
daughter she and husband Jay- 
Z have. 

“I hope that she will see all 
of the beautiful times (and) all 
the tough times that led up 
to her being here,” the singer 
said Tuesday night at the New 
York premiere of her upcom¬ 
ing HBO documentary. Life is 
But a Dream. 

She added: “I’m hoping 
that ... it can comfort her and 
inspire her in her life when 
she needs it.” 

The autobiographical film 
takes a no-holds-barred look at 
the entertainer and includes 
home movies of the Grammy- 
winning singer and her two 
sisters. 

In the film, Beyonce can¬ 
didly discusses personal mat¬ 
ters like her miscarriage, re¬ 
ports of faking her pregnancy 


and firing her father as her 
manager. 

She claims the process of 
talking into a camera to get 
all her thoughts out was thera¬ 
peutic. 

“I really grew so much,” 
she says of the process. 

“This movie has really 
been my therapy. I’ve healed 
from so many wounds and I’ve 
been able to understand why 
some of the things I’ve been 
through, why I went through 
(them), so I feel really proud, 
and hopefully I can inspire 
other people.” 

The singer has been private 
about her life in the past. But 
she felt the time was right to 
let people know how she felt. 

“I felt that after 16 years of 
being a public singer, people 
didn’t know who I was,” she 
admitted. 

But then she added: “I will 
always keep certain things to 
myself because it’s only nat¬ 
ural.” 

Oprah Winfrey made a sur¬ 
prise visit to the premiere, and 
posed with Beyonce on the red 
carpet. 

Before going into the Zieg- 
feld Theatre, Winfrey, known 
for her tough, results-driven 


interview style, was asked if 
this was the kind of story she 
would have done on Beyonce. 

She said Beyonce did a 
“much better job” of telling 
her own story. 

“I wouldn’t have been in 
the bedroom and in the closet 
and in the car and on vaca¬ 
tion,” she said. 
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Lady Lamb leads her 
songs to greener pastures 


JONATHAN 

DONALDSON 

There are lots of expectations 
that audiences have when they 
see someone trying to make it 
in music with just a guitar and 
a pail full of songs — especially 
if that someone is a 23-year- 
old poet from Maine that only 
began playing music five years- 
ago. But Aly Spaltro, who makes 
music under the name Lady 
Lamb the Beekeeper, does a fine 
job of confounding any such 
expectations with her debut 
album on a label. Ripely Pine. 
The collection of songs, out this 
week on the Ba-Da-Bing! label, is 
splendidly melodic. It’s pretty, 
yet powerful. 

She says the album’s curve 
balls are more about her intui¬ 
tion than anyone’s expectations 
of how her career should go. 

“After years of playing (my 
songs) solo, I kind of knew 
in the back of my mind that 
I could hear something else 
under them,” says the singer 
and guitarist. “And up until I 


was in the studio, I didn’t know 
what that was.” 

Spaltro’s quest to find the 
missing pieces to the compos¬ 
itions she first honed work¬ 
ing late nights in a video store 
brought her first from Portland 
to Boston, where she estab¬ 
lished herself as one of the top 
figures on the indie-folk scene, 
and then to Brooklyn two years 
ago, where she laboured for 12 
months with producer Nadim 
Issa to bring Ripely Pine to frui¬ 
tion. 

The question of why this al¬ 
bum took so long, especially for 
a folk artist, is the key to why 
it is so good. Rather than record 
the battle-tested solo versions 
of her songs that she had suc¬ 
cessfully developed in perform¬ 
ances — poetry-driven flurries 
of songs that could often be 
described as quicksilver, in- 
the-moment, emotionally im¬ 
pulsiveness works — Spaltro 
borrowed time from talented 
friends new and old to wrap an 
imaginary band around her me¬ 
andering compositions. 

JONATHAN DONALDSON/FOR METRO 


‘If I hang out with this 
Derson I could end up 
n a mental hospital’ 



Electronic band. 

Mouse on Mars on 
their manic music and 
crazy collaborations 


NOLAN 

GAWRON 

scene@metronews.ca 

Rockers don’t know what 
they’re doing or how they’re 
doing it, dancers often seem 
perplexed at a seeming lack of 
structure, DJs wouldn’t dare 
venture into such dangerous 
territory, but somehow, de¬ 
spite all of the experimental 
endeavors of Mouse on Mars, 
they intrigue music lovers of all 
stripes. 

This German avant-garde 
electronic band is an espe¬ 
cially eclectic outfit that can’t 
possibly be grouped into any 
specific category. Their disc¬ 
ography ranges from ambient 
chill-out to abstract bombastic 
sonic onslaughts — and most 
times the music is a combina¬ 
tion of both. 

“We don’t really think in 
track terms,” says founding 
member, Jan St. Werner. “We 
think more in story terms. Each 
song has a narration and has 
its peaks and ups and downs 
and comes back together. Each 
track is really a story, or a drama 
rather than a set of codes.” 

Deconstructing source ma¬ 
terial and rebuilding it piece- 
by-piece, Mouse on Mars juxta¬ 
pose obtuse oscillations with 


anxiety-filled clicks, clangs and 
hisses, provoking chaos, just 
to tame it later and massage it 
into a blissful soundscape or 
straight-up dance beat. 

Six years since their last re¬ 
cording, the band released two 
albums in 2012, each veiy dif¬ 
ferent and unique in style. 


“Parastrophics was basic¬ 
ally a record five years in the 
making,” says Werner. “WOW 
was a record completely in the 
moment and a just a few weeks 
in production. In ways those 
records blend together. Para¬ 
strophics is basically a riddle 
and a map, or a ‘house of leaves,’ 


where WOW was about a much 
more immediate expression of 
a feeling. It assumes that every¬ 
thing that would need reflec¬ 
tion or a sentence would be a 
waste of time. The way those 
records back each other up and 
belong to the same sound and 
same cosmos describe the same 
planetary system relationship 
of sound and size of sound and 
sound material.” 

Together with collaborator 
Andi Toma, Mouse on Mars 
have covered more sonic land¬ 
scapes than most other elec¬ 
tronic outfits. 

“Sometimes I think we are 
so different that I don’t under¬ 
stand at all what he is about,” 
says Werner. “I think there’s a 
massive miscommunication 
between us — trying to figure 
out what each of us wants on a 
track for some reason creates 
part of the sound. You realize 
that this is really dangerous. If 
I hang out with this person I 
could end up in a mental hos¬ 
pital. It’s a bit like what hap¬ 
pens when you fall very deeply 
in love with a person. You see 
this person and you think, ‘I’m 
falling and I’m falling endless¬ 
ly.’ You want to escape it, but 
you’re also hyper attracted to 
it. And that happened music¬ 
ally with Andi. When we sew 
these qualities together and see 
this massive music monster ap¬ 
pear, we feel like we’re fighting 
it — we’re fighting this beast of 
sound. I know I need to go and 
fight it, and I know that only 
Andi and I can do it.” 
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Toro Y Moi expands his sonic pallet 



Chaz Bundlck. The 

'chill-wave' artist 
describes going for 
'that top 40 sound' 


JONATHAN 

DONALDSON 

scene@metronews.ca 

Soft-spolcen Chaz Bundiclc 
(a.k.a Toro Y Moi) has kept his 
bearings since his hazy, synth- 
driven bedroom-breakout 
Causers of This put him on 
the map in 2010. 

While his splash put him 
into the “chill-wave” scene 
that also included other new¬ 
bies like Washed Out and 
Neon Indian, inspirational 
(and operational) changes 
came soon for the South 
Carolina native. 201 l’s Under¬ 
neath the Pine saw him incor¬ 
porate more live instruments 
and a band into his idiosyn¬ 
cratic laptop creations, span¬ 
ning genres as wide as R&B, 
hip-hop, indie rock and ’60s 
pop. 

Anything in Return con¬ 
tinues the evolution of Toro Y 
Moi’s sound by adding in deep 
disk-digging doses of down- 
tempo R&B, ambient hip-hop, 
underground disco and ’90s 
diva house to the mix. At 


times it mirrors the retro lo-fi 
charm of its predecessors, but 
predominately it is the most 
polished, well-produced and 
eccentric work in his brief 
catalogue. 

“I was really trying to mess 


around with that top 40 sound 
to see if I could come close to 
what they do, even just as an 
experiment,” says Bundiclc. 

“As long as I can keep my 
head on, it’s OK.” 

Anything In Return plays 


out like a heavily-textured, 
almost claustrophobic house 
mix of Bundiclc’s current 
favourite sounds. Where 
some tracks such as Harm in 
Change keep the layers heavy, 
others such as Touch bring 


it down to just a few mellow 
tones and the cricket-lilce 
chirp of a drum machine. Lost 
mostly in the mix is Bund- 
iclc’s own voice, which quiet¬ 
ly coexists with the soulful 
samples (mostly ultra-short 


Toro’s 
new toys 

At times the multiple lay¬ 
ers of keys and percussion 
alone make Toro Y Moi’s 
music difficult to pull off 
live — so much so that its 
creator jokes about sound¬ 
ing “like a cover band” of 
his own music. 

But according to Bund- 
iclc, trying to use a broad 
spectrum of instruments 
live and especially in the 
studio is something he 
wouldn’t turn back on. 

“When I listen to ‘Caus¬ 
ers of This,’ all I hear is 
laptops. God I wish those 
were real keys. But that’s 
in the past and not really 
worth regretting.” 


clips of female singers) that 
he drops on numerous tracks. 
“She knows I work hard,” he 
sings on Cake — alluding to 
what he calls the album’s cen¬ 
tral theme: being away from 
loved ones for the first time. 

Anything might not be 
Toro Y Moi’s most accessible, 
but fans seeking new explora¬ 
tions will not be disappointed. 
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Rapper’s return to 
the stage gets off 
to a rough start 


Aesop Rock. Hurricanes 
and broken bones delay 
start of indie-rapper's 
tour to promote first 
album in five years 


LINDA 

LABAN 

First, it was Hurricane Sandy, 
then a broken rib. Art-house 
rapper and producer Aesop 
Rock’s return to touring after 
a considerable hiatus got off 
to a bumpy start with seven 
shows cancelled (albeit now 
rescheduled). 

“Cancelling is a terrible feel¬ 
ing,” says the rapper, whose 
real name is Ian Bavitz. “At that 
time everything on the news 
was speaking of a biblical event. 
It was a bad place, bad time, 
and we weren’t left with much 



of a choice. Then this rib thing 
is just annoying. It’s a medical 
emergency so there’s not much 
I can do, but that doesn’t make 
it feel any better.” 

The tour is for the broody 
indie-rapper/producer’s first 
album in five years, Slcel- 
ethon, which features ex- 
Moldy Peaches’ Kimya Daw¬ 
son among its contributors. 


"Anyone that works with me 
cLoseLy can teLL you that I’m 
about as neurotic as they come. 

I have made big efforts to reel it 
in over the years. I like to think 
it’s because I’m passionate about 
what I do. The absolute best 
thing I can do to combat stress is 
to focus primarily on the art and 
music side and not pay attention 
to the scene or game. Just make 
songs and otherwise shut up.” 


While the Aesop Rock mon¬ 
iker rested, Bavitz was busy 
with several projects under 
different names. 

“There’s never much of a 
time when my actual work¬ 
load slows. I like doing music 
and attempting to be creative 
in general, so if something 
comes up and seems interest¬ 
ing I go for it,” he said. 


Don’t miss out on THE sale of the Winter! 



Huge savings: 

up to $49 - $15 or less 
$50-99 - $25 or less 
$100-149 - $45 or less 
$150-199 - $55 or less 
$200-249 - $75 or less 
$250-299 - $85 or less 
$300+ - all 70% off 
25% off all James Perse 
50% off all Sarah Pacini 
70% off all Winter Coats 


Shop the sale until 
Sunday February 17, 2013! 
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No purchase necessary. Contest open to residents of Canada and certain other countries worldwide who are thirteen (13) 
years of age or older. Odds of winning depend on the number and caliber of eligible entries received. One (1) Grand Prize 
is available to be won, consisting of a trip to see Justin Bieber perform and meet Justin Beiber (approximate retail value of 
$5,000 USD). Skill testing question required. Contest closes February 28, 2013 at 12,00AM CET. To enter and for complete 
contest rules visit www.facebook.com/metroint. Contest sponsors are Metro International S.A. together with its local Metro 
subsidiaries around the globe. The contest is in no way sponsored by Free Daily News Group Inc. or Pizza Pizza Limited. 
Neither Free Daily News Group Inc. nor Pizza Pizza Limited is responsible for this contest or its prize(s). 


YOU COULD WIN A 
CONCERT DATE WITH 
BIEBER! 


METRO "BELIEBES" IN LOVE! 


- 


Metro is inviting one lucky winner to a VIP experience at a Justin Bie 
concert. You could win airfare, hotel and concert tickets for two with 
backstage passes to meet Bieber himself on one of his European Toi 
stops. All you have to do is: 


1. Take a photo of yourself with the "I Beliebe in Love" ad which 
appeared on February 14th 2013 in a place you'd like to take Justii 
a date. (If you missed the ad you can print it out at 
www.clubmetro.com/bieber) 

2. Upload your photos by visiting www.cLubmetro.com/belS 

3. Remember to share the love! Collect votes from your friends to 
increase your chances of landing the grand prize! 
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3 songs for the weekend 



SOUND 

CHECK 

Alan Cross 



New You/My 

Bloody 

Valentine 

MBV pretty much 
broke the Internet 
when they posted their 
first album in more 
than 21 years a couple 
of weeks ago. This 
track is surprisingly 
radio friendly. Odd, 
that. 


Now that Valentine's Day is over, we can put 
the love songs away and get serious again 



Jubilee Street/ 
Nick Cave and 
the Bad Seeds 


Nick and Co.’s new album. 
Push the Sky Away, will 
be out Tuesday. This song 
features the first-ever use 
of the line “I’ve got a fetus 
on the leash.” 




UTM «» 


Anthem/ 

Anthrax 

From an eight-song 
set of covers called 
Anthems due March 
19. Marvel as singer 
Joey Belladonna does a 
pretty good Geddy Lee. 



Lil Wayne. Epic Records 
tries to take down leaked 
song with offensive lyrics 


Epic Records is going to “great 
efforts” to take down a new 
Future remix leaked over the 
weekend with a vulgar Lil 
Wayne lyric that has offended 
the family of Emmett Till. 

The New Orleans rapper 
made a sexual reference to the 
beating death of Till, a 14-year- 
old Chicago boy tortured and 
shot in Mississippi in 1955 for 
whistling at a white woman. 
Till’s family objected and the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson reached out 
to his management. The Blue¬ 
print Group, on the family’s 
behalf. 

The label issued a statement 


Wednesday night apologizing 
for the release of the song. 

“We regret the unauthor¬ 
ized remix version of Future’s 
Karate Chop, which was leaked 
online and contained hurtful 
lyrics,” the statement said. “Out 
of respect for the legacy of Em¬ 
mett Till and his family and the 
support of the Reverend Jesse 
L. Jackson, Sr. ... we are going 
through great efforts to take 
down the unauthorized ver¬ 
sion.” 

Epic will release an official 
version of the song that “will 
not include such references.” 
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Timbre combines concert 
listings with streaming 
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town. You’ll find tickets 
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Younger Jenneration eyes sister success 



The world’s hardest 
job: Oscar host 


Despite getting advice from 
Billy Crystal and working as 
hard as he can to prepare for 
hosting duties at the Acad¬ 
emy Awards, Seth MacFar- 
lane thinks his hosting gig is 
a “one-off” and that he’ll be 
“flayed by the press” no mat¬ 
ter what he does. 

Speaking to reporters Tues¬ 
day from the Dolby Theatre, 
where he’ll host the 85th annu¬ 
al Oscar ceremony on Feb. 24, 
the entertainer was alternately 
confident and self-deprecating. 

“I’m not feeling a lot of 
pressure from myself,” he 
said. “There is sort of a com¬ 
fort in knowing that no mat¬ 
ter what you do, you’re going 
to get the same reactions in 
the reviews. So I could put on 
the worst or the best show in 
the world and I will still be 
flayed by the press.” 

Still, he said he’s spent 
five months trying to strike 
a comedic balance that will 
satisfy the fans of his animat¬ 
ed shows and the compara¬ 
tively highbrow audience in¬ 
side the Dolby Theatre. 

“I’ve set myself up for the 
hardest job in the world be¬ 
cause the fans of Family Guy 
and Ted and the shows and 
whatnot that I do are expecting 
one thing. If I deliver that, this 
crowd will walk out,” he said. 



He promises to add bite to 
the show — “The whole point 
of their bringing me on was 
to give it a little bit more of 
an edge” — but acknowledges 
there will be a lot of ego in the 
audience. 

“You have a room full of 
people who are at the top of 
their game — they’re success¬ 
ful, they’re being honoured, 
they’re attractive — and yet 
this is also the group with the 
thinnest skin on the planet,” he 
said, “so it’s a tough group.” 

The 39-year-old entertain¬ 
er said Crystal gave him some 
helpful advice, including “get 
comfortable with your shoes 
before you go on stage.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Ready to rock the 
runways. Kendall 
and Kylie come out of 
the shadow of their 
reality-star siblings 
with first fashion line 


Kendall and Kylie Jenner are 
taking a cue from big sisters 
Kourtney, Kim and Khloe Kar- 
dashian — launching their 
own clothing line. 

Kendall, 17, and Kylie, 


15, teamed up with PacSun 
to put out clothes aimed at 
teen girls. 

“We watched our sisters 
do their clothing line (Kar- 
dashian Kollection for Sears) 
— when the opportunity 
came to us, we jumped on it. 
We’ve always been interested 
in fashion and all that so it 
was great and worked out 
perfectly,” Kylie said in a re¬ 
cent interview. 

The line has a California 
feel because the girls are 
from there. 

Both girls model. Last 


week they walked in the an¬ 
nual Heart Truth Red Dress 
Fashion Show in New York 
with their mother, Kris. They 
insist they’re not competitive 
with one another. 

“No, not at all. I think 
we’re both in two kind of 
separate areas,” said Kendall, 
who is more serious about a 
modelling career. 

Kylie, on the other hand, 
would like to put out a line 
one day on her own. She also 
would like to try acting. 

The teens are also taking a 
page from their older sisters 





CITY HAUL 

Edmonton's Year Round Market 
Indoors 

City Hall (Sir Winston Churchill Square) 
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Follow us on faccbook 
and on twitter: C&citymarkotl04 



Entertainment Weekly has 
dubbed this the most thrilling 
race for Oscar in years, but 
the length of some contend¬ 
ers has earned attention. 

Over at Saturday Night Live, a 
recent skit suggests the next 
two Hobbit movies morph 
into 18 instead, including 
The Elf Queen Tries to Pick 
an Outfit. The writers at SNL 
included this mock review 
from film critic Peter Travers: 
“I fell asleep for 45 minutes 
and when I woke up the 
dwarves were assembling an 
Ikea dresser.” 


by entering the publishing 
world. The Kardashian sisters 
have already released two 
books, a memoir and a novel. 
The Jenner sisters are writ¬ 
ing a sci-fi, young adult book 
that’s due out later this year. 

One way they’re not in a 
rush to emulate their sisters, 
though, is by starring in their 
own spin-off show. 

“We’re so young. I want to 
keep some part of my child¬ 
hood private. I’ve been doing 
this since I was nine years 
old,” said Kylie. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Movies. 

Putting the 
zzz's in 
Oscar buzz 

Nancy Zwiers was genuinely 
psyched to see Lincoln, but 
something happened between 
the ticket purchase and the 
credits. Off screen, that is. 

“Yes, I fell asleep,” confessed 
the 54-year-old marketing exec¬ 
utive in Long Beach, Calif. “I 
only have two clear memories 
of the movie: a bunch of old 
white guys sitting around talk¬ 
ing and Sally Field in a perpet¬ 
ual state of angst.” 

That was shortly after its 
release in October. Fast for¬ 
ward to January and a dozen 
Academy Award nominations 
for the 150-minute epic and 
another accolade has emerged: 
nap worthy. 

Movie napping is almost 
certainly as old as cinema itself. 
Some blame it on soporific pop¬ 
corn. Others on the darkness. 

Any which way, cinematic 
snoozing seems near epidemic 
proportions this awards season 
with Lincoln, the 157-minute 
sung Les Miserables, the 
169-minute The Hobbit: An 
Unexpected Journey and others 
cited as good for a snore. 

The Internet is heavy with 
lists of all-time snoozer movies 
but rarely is one season so full 
of them, or so say the nappers. 

Tadd Rosenfeld, who heads 
an employment service, gets 
plenty of sleep and rarely naps 
outside of movie theatres. 

“I do see a lot of movies on 
airplanes travelling back and 
forth to Asia, so I have a low¬ 
er tolerance for ridiculous¬ 
ness in pictures perhaps than 
others do,” said Rosenfeld, 38. 

He’s in catch-up mode on 
Oscar nominees and said his 
last in-theatre snooze was The 
Dark Knight Rises, the latest 
in the Batman franchise re¬ 
leased in July. 

“It lost my attention al¬ 
most straight away, and as my 
eyelids felt heavier and heavi¬ 
er, I just relaxed into a lower 
sitting position in the chair, al¬ 
lowing the colourful scenes to 
unfold as I drifted pleasantly 
away,” Rosenfeld said. 
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Freaks, geeks and taxidermy 


Freakshow. AMC 

departs from scripted 
fare like Mad Men with 
new series on Venice 
Beach 'freaks/ comic 
book geek-chat and 
competitive taxidermy 


“Wonder is still alive,” says 
Todd Ray. “People are still curi¬ 
ous.” Ray sure is. Wonder and 
curiosity led him to bail on a 
flourishing career as a music 
producer seven years ago to in¬ 
dulge his passion for the odd. 

Today, with the enthusias¬ 
tic participation of wife Dan¬ 
ielle, teenage son Phoenix 
and daughter Asia — along 
with their extended family 
of wondrous exhibitionists 
— Ray is the impresario of a 
freak show on the boardwalk 
of Venice Beach, Calif. 

And, now, they’re all poised 
to become TV stars, thanks to 
Freakshow, an unscripted ser¬ 
ies that premiered Thursday 
at 9:30 p.m. ET on AMC. 

The Rays invite viewers to 
meet the gang, and — don’t 
worry — it’s OK to stare at 
Amazing Ali, the miniature 
woman; Goth-fashioned 

Morgue, whose bag of tricks 
includes plunging a drill bit 
up his nose; Marcus “The 
Creature,” whose body is a 
tableau of tattoos and pier¬ 
cings; and George, who, at 
seven-feet-eight-inches, is, 
well, the resident Tall Man. 

Even Asia Ray has gotten 
into the act, transforming 
herself from a dutiful stu¬ 
dent and aspiring classical 


Some viewers may wonder 
what an unscripted series 
Like Freakshow is doing on a 
network known for feature 
films and acclaimed dramas 
Like Mad Men and The Walk¬ 
ing Dead. But Freakshow 
isn’t AMC’s only departure 
from scripted fare. 

• On Thursday at 9 p.m.. 
Comic Book Men re¬ 
sumed its second season 
of informed geek-chat ori¬ 
ginating from filmmaker 
Kevin Smith’s New Jersey 
comic shop. Jay and Silent 
Bob’s Secret Stash. 

• Then, at 10 p.m., fol¬ 
lowing Freakshow, AMC 
premiered Immortalized, 
a wondrously odd com¬ 
petition show. Let other 
competitions settle who 
can rustLe up the best 
grub or shed the most 
pounds. Immortalized 
focuses on taxidermy. 


musician into a radiantly 
charming fire-eater, sword 
swallower and contortionist. 
Music school can wait. The 
Freakshow calls. 

Granted, much of the 
reality-show genre could be 
branded a freak show, with 
the likes of Honey Boo Boo, 
Snooki and the Real (pick 
your city) Housewives freak¬ 
ing out for the cameras. 

But in Ray’s lexicon, 
“freak” isn’t a bad word at 
all. “We’re all freaks of the 
universe,” he says, mean- 


Southland. King battles 
sleep deprivation — both 
on and on the screen 


When Southland returned 
to TNT on Wednesday, view¬ 
ers saw the character of Los 
Angeles police detective 
Lydia Adams as a new mom 
desperately in need of sleep. 

“She’s not juggling things 
so well. Motherhood is not 
coming naturally,” said ac¬ 
tress Regina King, who plays 
Adams. 

“She didn’t anticipate 
having a colicky baby, so 
she’s not getting any sleep, 
and that affects everything, 
especially being a detective.” 

Off-camera, King can 
definitely relate. She’s not 
a new mom, but she’s been 
pulling double duty, dir¬ 
ecting and acting in an up¬ 
coming episode of the ac¬ 
claimed series. 

King directed the fifth epi¬ 
sode of the new season. Now 
that the episode is done film¬ 
ing, King is involved in the 
editing process. Plus, she’s 
acting in subsequent epi¬ 
sodes. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



'It’s tiring, because 
as a director you 
have to be thinking 
about everything.” 


ing everyone on the planet 
Earth. “We’re all individuals 
so unique that we’re actually 
magical creatures.” 

No wonder he celebrates 
people who are even odder than 
most. During a recent interview 
he explains that, “when they 
join us, they’re respected and 
they’re treated well.” 

Ray says the series explores 
why they do what they do as 
performers, “and, if they’re 
born uniquely different from 


most people, how they cope 
with the struggle against the 
‘normal’ world — how they 
deal with society that puts 
them on the outside.” 

How should the “normal” 
world deal with them in re¬ 
turn? “You can look at those 
who are different from you 
and be excited about them,” 
Ray says, “and then you can 
look in the mirror and be ex¬ 
cited about yourself.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Peace-of-mind 
comes standard. 

Every Certified Mercedes-Benz comes 
with a standard Star-Certified warranty. 



© 2013 Mercedes-Benz Canada Inc. 2009 C230 4matic™ model shown, stock # P09-9547, $27,888. *0.9% financing only available through Mercedes-Benz Financial 
Services on approved credit for a limited time. Available for 24 month finance on model year 2008-2012 Certified Mercedes-Benz (less than 140,000 km) and MY 
2008-2012 Certified smart (less than 100,000km). Finance example based on a 2008 model: $20,000 at 0.9% per annum equals $841.17 per month for 24 months. 
Cost of borrowing is $188 for a total obligation of $20,188. Down payment may be required. Licence, insurance, taxes and PPSA are extra. Additional provincial- 
specific fees, taxes and charges may be extra. Dealer may lease or finance for less. Offer may change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offers. 
See your authorized Mercedes-Benz dealer for details or call the Mercedes-Benz Customer Relations Centre at 1-800-387-0100. Offers end February 28th, 2013. 
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OUR TAKE ON THE WORLD OF CELEBRITIES 



Evan Rachel Wood 


Wood furious over 
leaked ultrasound pic 


Evan Rachel Wood went 
on a Twitter tirade after 
discovering that the Daily 
Mail had published a photo 
of her ultrasound. “Which 
sick f—- paparazzi hid in the 
parking lot of my hospital 
after my ultrasound? I can’t 
stand this,” she tweeted. “I 


couldn’t be more furious 
right now. I want to cry. 

My child isn’t even born 
yet.” Wood is expecting her 
first child with husband 
Jamie Bell. After asking the 
newspaper in a later tweet 
to remove the image, the 
story was taken off its site. 


The Word 



IsAlexaRay 
Joelslowly 
morphing into 
MinkaKelly? 

THE 
WORD 

Dorothy Robinson 


Pictures popped up recent¬ 
ly of Alexa Ray Joel, the 
27-year-old spawn from the 
famous union between Up¬ 
town Girl Christie Brinkley 
and Billy Joel, and they are 
looking a little, well, suspi¬ 
cious. But don’t listen to 
what your head is telling 
you (and I know your head 
is screaming, “girlfriend 
got plastic surgery!”). No, 
read what Brinkley has to 
say about her daughter’s 
changing looks. 


The former supermodel 
went on Anderson Live on 
Thursday to defend her 
daughter, saying her trans¬ 
formed appearance isn’t 
from a doctor, but rather 
she’s “blossomed.” 

“She’s stepping out 
into the world, she’s doing 
things and now (her critics) 
can’t even accept it — it’s 
like, ‘Oh she’s too beauti¬ 
ful, she bought it all, it’s 
all plastic surgery,’” she 
said. Brinkley says the 
only surgery Joel has ever 
“bought” is “a little tweak 
of her nose.” 

The whole thing is 
totally Freud-worthy (it 
must be rough to have 
Christie Brinkley as your 
mother no matter how 
cute you are) but since 
this is a gossip column 
and not a graduate-level 
course on psychotherapy, 
let’s just say that if I were 
Minka Kelly, I’d be slightly 
disturbed. 



Hannigan gets restraining 
order against stalker 


How I Met Your Mother star 
Alyson Hannigan has been 
granted a temporary re¬ 
straining order against John 
Hobbs, a New Hampshire 
man who has repeatedly 
threatened the lives of Han¬ 
nigan, her husband, Alexis 
Denisof, and their children, 
according to E! News. Hobbs, 
who was recently discharged 


from a mental hospital, 
must stay at least 100 yards 
away from Hannigan and 
her family and must refrain 
from posting about them 
online. “I still can marry you 
tomorrow. I can kill you to¬ 
morrow too,” one Facebook 
posting by Hobbs last month 
reads. “It doesn’t end. Even 
after death.” 



RiRi losing friends over 
rekindling with Brown 


Rihanna has received her 
share of criticism for re¬ 
uniting with Chris Brown, 
who was arrested for as¬ 
saulting her in 2009. And 
it turns out the rekindled 
romance is even costing 
her some friendships. 
Rihanna and Katy Perry 


“aren’t tight anymore 
because Katy doesn’t ap¬ 
prove of Rihanna dating 
Chris Brown,” a source tell 
Us Weekly. Perry and beau 
John Mayer reportedly 
steered clear of Rihanna 
and Brown at the Grammys 
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Dynamic duo: 
Eggs and wine 

LIQUID ASSETS 

Peter Rockwell 
Hquidassets@eastlink.ca 


Sharing my page with 
Rick Mercer this week has 
brought out my inner rant. 


It’s a rant inspired by 
the union of booze and the 
most important meal of 
the day — breakfast. 

Now, I don’t mean hav¬ 
ing a few Jager bombs with 
your bagel before hitting 
the road to work. That’s 
why the Italians invented 
the skinny cappuccino. 

I’m talking weekends, 
holidays, snow days. Those 
mornings where your 


keys stay in your coat and 
you can sip and savour a 
bevy over a plate of home 
cooked goodness like, say, 
scrambled eggs. 

What makes brunch, 
lunch and dinner so 
special when it comes to 
an adult liquid partner 
pairing? 

I say that breakfast has 
lived in its shadows for 
too long, and it’s time we 



all find an opportunity to 
break out the stemware in 
the a.m. 

Even with their jiggly- 
feel, eggs are easy on many 
wines. Keep things white, 
unoalced and fruit-forward. 

Think wines made with 
the riesling, semilion or 
sauvignon blanc grape. 

Kim Crawford 2011 Pi- 
not Gris ($19.95 to $22.99) 
is another good choice. 



Dining on the road with Mercer 


Q&A. The Rick Mercer 
Report star shares his 
fave meals and places 
to eat across Canada, 
as well as a recipe for 
his go-to dish 


DAN 

CLAPSON 

life@metronews.ca 

Everyone’s favourite Canadian 
funnyman Rick Mercer doesn’t 
really sit still. His popular 
show. The Rick Mercer Report, 
sees him on the road, popping 
in and out of many of Canada’s 
diverse cities. 

I caught up with Rick in be¬ 
tween his busy travel schedule 
to find out what he loves about 
traipsing across the country 
and what he eats on the road. 

What’s the best part about 
being able to travel across 
Canada regularly? 

It’s such a big country but I 
never get tired of it at all. I 
can’t say enough (about) it. I 
love getting to know a part 
of the country. I actually do 
view the entire country as the 
“town” I live in. I am all over 
the country all the time and I 
love it. 

Since you travel so much, do 
you find it hard to eat healthy 
on the road? 

It’s extremely difficult, to no 
fault of the travel, quite frank¬ 
ly. If you’re hitting the road at 

6 a.m., there are very few op¬ 


tions. There was a decade of 
those terrible egg sandwiches, 
which everyone enjoys while 
they’re eating but then regrets 
immediately after. 

What’s the staple ‘quick meal’ 
for you when you’re on the 
road with your show? 

The staple on the road is the 
Tim Hortons’ ham and cheese. 
I cannot tell you how many 
ham and cheese sandwiches 
have been consumed by my 
team and I while we’re on the 
road. It’s shocking how many 
of those we consume for lunch! 
At least it’s not a burger and 
fries. You can’t do that every¬ 
day, otherwise it’s over! 

If you are stuck in a lay-over, 
what fast food joint or junk 
food do you succumb to 
when you’re hungry with 
nothing to eat? 

Well, that depends on the air¬ 
port. I do know every airport in 
the country! There is no scenar¬ 
io where I am in Montreal’s air¬ 
port and not have a $chwartz’s! 

One of the best meals you’ve 
had was at... 

Da Maurizio in Halifax. It’s 
still, to this day, the best Italian 
I’ve eaten in this country. Yes, I 
know those are fighting words! 

If you had to pick a Canadian 
city’s airport to live in for a 
week, which one would it be? 

Vancouver has a tremendous 
airport with great food. I be¬ 
lieve the (luggage) carts are 
free too, which I always ad¬ 
mire in an airport. It’s just a 
comfortable place. I could live 



1. Whisk together the eggs, half 
and half, black pepper, paprika 

2. Melt the butter in a large pan on 
medium heat. Once melted, add 
the egg mixture to the pan and let 
cook for 2 minutes. 

3- Using a spatula or spoon, push 
egg mixture from the sides of the 
pan into the centre and let cook 
for another 2 minutes. Repeat until 
all of the egg mixture has cooked 
through. 


there! 

If you are at home, what do 
you eat? 

I’m not one of those people 


4- Stir in any grated cheese or 
optional ingredients and serve. 

• 6 Large eggs 

• 2 tbsp half and half 

• l tsp ground black pepper 

• l tsp paprika 

• 1/2 tsp salt 

• 2 tsp butter 

• Optional ingredients: Freshly 
grated Parmesan, chopped 
tomatoes, sliced scallions, etc. 

RECIPE COURTESY OF RICK MERCER 


that makes the same grilled 
cheese sandwich four days a 
week. I’m a big scrambled eggs 
guy at (home). Also, I think 90 
per cent of the eggs you get in 



a fast food restaurant or while 
you’re travelling are not par¬ 
ticularly very good — probably 
because they were made the 
day before or something. 
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Have a few gaps in your schedule you're looking to fill? 

Whether you're hoping to dance, drink or just relax, check out these hot upcoming events. 



Forthe 
lonely hearts 

Were you newly single 
this Valentine’s Day 
— maybe still a little 
lonely? Don’t pout — 
eat, drink and slide on 
some ice at Manor Cas¬ 
ual Bistro as the High 
Street Social Club hosts 
an anti-Valentine’s Day 
party Sunday at 6 p.m. 
Adventurous food like 
beef cheeks are on the 
menu, as are glorious, 
creative drinks and, did 
I mention the ice luge? 
That’s going to make 
any lonely heart feel 
better. Go, commiser¬ 
ate with your fellow 
singletons and don’t 
wear pink. Celebratory 
black is the preferred 
dress. Call 780-482-7577 
for tickets. At 10109-125 
St. NW. 



Frothy fun 


It’s fun and fizzy — a 
night of pure whimsy, 
witty banter and loads of 
laughs, and it’s charm¬ 
ing audiences at the 
Citadel Theatre through 
Feb. 24. Private Lives is 
a fast-paced comedy by 
Noel Coward, brought to 
Edmonton audiences care 
of the seemingly effortless 
talents of Diana Donnelly 
and Citadel staple John 
Ullyatt. Bob Baker directs 
the crowd-pleaser, a tale 
of a divorced couple and 
the sparks that fly when 
their paths cross again. I 
can’t think of a better way 
to brush away the winter 
blues. Tickets start at 
$35 at citadeltheatre.com. 
780-425-1820. 


Celebrate the 
long weekend 

What’s the longest- 
running winter festival 
in Edmonton? It’s the 
Silver Skate Festival, 
now 23 years strong, and 
it’s a free extravaganza 
of sports, culture and 
recreation from Friday to 
Monday at Hawrelak Park. 
Take in the snow slide, ice 
sculpting, figure skating 
demos, sleigh rides and 
evening entertainment, 
all free, and all family- 
friendly. The event is also 
host to the Edmonton 
Winter Triathlon and 
long blade skate races. A 
free ETS shuttle service 
runs to the site from the 
U of A area through the 
weekend. See silverskate- 
festival.org for the all the 
frosty details. 


Feel the Rush 

Lacrosse is one of 
Canada’s official sports 
— sounds like reason 
enough to check out the 
Edmonton Rush and, look 
at that, there’s a home 
game Friday at 7 p.m. 
versus the Washington 
Stealth. All the fast-mov¬ 
ing, affordable action goes 
at the Crystal Glass Field 
at Rexall Place — there’s 
even $79 four-pack flex 
tickets that include a $10 
Tim Hortons gift card. 
Sweet. Bring a donation 
for the Edmonton Food 
Bank to the game and stay 
for the autograph session 
on the field afterward. 

See edmontonrush.com 
for more. 



Enchant 
and engage 

Theatre aimed at the 
whole family isn’t so 
easy to come by, but 
Edmonton-based Promise 
Productions, together 
with Blarney Produc¬ 
tions and Fringe Theatre 
Adventures, does just 
that with Murielle. This 
lovely adventure, suitable 
for ages five and up and 
running 75 minutes, goes 
at the Westbury Theatre 
in the Arts Barns until 
Feb. 24 (no shows Feb. 

18 to 21). Tickets are at 
fringetheatre.ca or at 
780-409-1910. Aren’t you 
curious to see what hap¬ 
pens to Murielle when she 
steps onto her porch one 
fine morning? 



Ik-' -4 

Family Day 
freebies 

Looking for something 
to do with the gang 
on Family Day? All 
provincial museums 
and historic sites offer 
free admission Monday, 
including the good-for- 
all-ages Royal Alberta 
Museum. To tie in with 
the feature exhibit 
Arctic 4: Exploring Tales 
and Traditions from 
Canada’s North, family- 
friendly talks are on of¬ 
fer, as is a free screening 
of the movie Ice Age at 
10 a.m. Right next door 
at Government House, 
free public tours and 
two centennial exhibits 
showcase the 100th an¬ 
niversary of the historic 
house. At 12845-102 
Ave. NW. 



GOOD THINGS COME TO THOSE 
WHO DON’T WAIT. 
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Book of love. Bible that 
survived ocean crossing 
holds a family’s history 


It was always there: on a table, 
her counter or carefully laid 
open on a chair. 

The worn black book with 
a cross in fading gold was one 
of her most treasured items. In 
fact, it was her only real pos¬ 
session after having lost every¬ 
thing she owned when she 
made the long journey from 
Jamaica to England and, at last, 
Canada, in the ’70s. 

Her luggage never made the 
trip to Canada, lost somewhere 
on route or perhaps left behind 
in England. The bible was the 
one true reminder of where she 
came from — and that was just 
fine with my grandma. 

Yellowed on some pages, 
faded on others, in a way it 
was a representation of her life 
that began as a bright, ponytail- 
wearing child in Jamaica who 
had weathered severe adversity 
but still had a great story to tell. 

It was a book her mother 
gave her, passed down from 
her mother before her. It was 
the only thing that survived her 
flight across the Atlantic Ocean. 

The first words in the book 
were in the family tree that 
was found on the first page and 
hardly legible any more, having 
been written in pen so many 
years ago. Her mother, my great 
grandmother, who was born in 
1916, stands as the first entry. 
Added names throughout the 
decades in different coloured 


ink play out like a trail to the 
living and preserve memories 
of family members passed. 
Family I will never know, but 
who hold sway in my grand¬ 
mother’s life (how long that life 
has so far been, my grandma re¬ 
fuses to tell. A lady never tells). 

When my grandmother im¬ 
migrated to Canada, she rea¬ 
soned moving closer (at least 
geographically) to Jamaica from 
England and to a better job was 
the right decision. 

As much as the cold, wet 
weather made her knee ache 
sometimes, it was her home, 
and the place where she’d met 
my grandfather — a Jamaican 
expatriate, like herself, looking 
for better opportunities away 
from the tiny island where they 
grew up. 

In the end, her life in Can¬ 
ada was better than she would 
have expected. She worked 
hard and eventually purchased 
a modest place to call home 
and later gave birth to a cherub¬ 
faced daughter (my mother) in 
her adopted country. 

She visits Jamaica as much 
as her health will allow her, but 
won’t likely return for good. 
If she ever feels homesick she 
never lets it show, but that 
could be because her book, 
with the cross in fading gold 
and barely legible family tree, 
is always within arm’s reach. 

TAKARA SMALL, METRO 



Soaking in serenity 
on Salt Spring Island 


Black history month. 

Historic photo evokes 
the peace found by 
many black immigrants 
in British Columbia 


EVELYN 
c. WHITE 

The stirring 1963 I Have A 
Dream speech by Rev. Mar¬ 
tin Luther King, Jr. stands 
as a landmark in the black 
freedom movement in North 
America. 

But more than a century 
before King’s plea for racial 
justice, a group of blacks, 
weaiy of discrimination, left 
the U.S. and settled on B.C.’s 
Salt Spring Island, located in 
Georgia Strait between Van¬ 
couver Island and the Main¬ 
land. 

Today, direct descendants 
of the black pioneers still res¬ 
ide in the pastoral landscape 
also hailed as a vibrant artist 
colony. 

I was thrilled to discover 
Salt Spring’s black histoiy 
when fete brought me to the 
island about a decade ago. 

The intriguing saga begins 
with Sir James Douglas (1803- 
1877) who, in 1858, was ap¬ 
pointed the first provincial 
governor of B.C. 

The son of a black woman 
from Barbados and a Scottish 
planter, Douglas, in need of 
skilled workers to meet a gold 
frenzy in the region, urged a 
band of blacks in California to 
move to B.C. 

At the time, a federal Fugi¬ 
tive Slave Act that poised them 
for possible return to bond¬ 
age threatened free blacks. 
Dispirited by an increasingly 


m 



hostile climate, several hun¬ 
dred blacks accepted Douglas’ 
invitation and sailed north to 
Victoria. 

By 1859, a core group of 
the blacks had built log cabins 
on nearby Salt Spring Island, 
the ancestral grounds of the 
Coast Salish people. There, 
they hunted cougars, culti¬ 
vated farms and cleared the 
deeply forested terrain for fu¬ 
ture immigrants. 

Salt Spring’s black pion¬ 
eers included Jim Anderson, 
who built the community’s 
first public picnic site on his 
property. Proficient on the 
trumpet, he routinely roused 
neighbours with a brisk blast 
of Reveille. 


• To read the three winning 
essays in RBC’s student 
competition, go 
to metronews. 
ca and click on 
Black History 
Month 


itudent 

Q 


I was captivated by the im¬ 
age of a nattily dressed Ander¬ 
son and a black boy in a canoe 
that appears in my book Every 
Goodbye Ain’t Gone: A Photo 
Narrative of Black Heritage on 
Salt Spring Island. 

Our African forebears 
packed like sardines in the 


holds of slave ships, many 
North American blacks have 
a pained relationship with 
boats and water. This discom¬ 
fort has been compounded, 
over the years by our wound¬ 
ing experiences with segre¬ 
gated beaches, swimming 
pools and “coloured” drinking 
fountains. 

The serenity that the pah- 
exhibits in the photo marks 
the peace that has prompted a 
steady stream of black folk to 
settle on Salt Spring since the 
late 1850s. 

Inspired by Anderson and 
the youngster, I braved my 
long-standing fear of water 
and learned how to swim dur¬ 
ing my sojourn on the island. 


Stitching together stories of strife and success 


Patch of the past. 

Irreplaceable quilt was 
born of necessity, but 
sewn with soul 


SHAUNTAY 
GRANT 

For Metro Canada 

I’d probably seen my great¬ 
grandmother’s quilt a dozen 
times before noticing the teal 
pocket gently set against a blue 
and white tweed. 

“My sister’s coat,” my 
grandmother explained. “And 
those are old dresses,” she 
added, signaling a colourful 
border lined with red, pink 


and mauve patterns. 

“And the yellow?” I wanted 
to know. 

“That was a winter top,” she 
said. “These are all old winter 
dresses, coats, skirts...” 

“And the brown stains?” 

“Smoke stains. From when 
the old house burned down — 
the second time.” 

And suddenly my great¬ 
grandmother’s quilt was more 
than just worn fabric. It was a 
time capsule. A memory book. 
A diary full of stories. 

The quilt itself is just 65 
years young, but the story goes 
back much further. As far back 
as the migration of American 
Black Loyalists and Jamaican 
Maroons to Nova Scotia in the 
latter part of the 1700s. And as 


m 



far back as the wave of Black 
Refugees who — like the Loyal- 


■I.UJ.I.I.IJ.II.IJJ..U..I.HBM- 

“Of the many winter 
quilts my great-grand¬ 
mother would have 
stitched to warm her 
children, this single 
heirloom is all that 
remains” 

Shauntay Grant 

ists and Maroons — settled in 
rural Nova Scotia after the War 
of 1812. Like her ancestors, my 
great-grandmother Annie Sim- 
monds (1901—1986) encoun¬ 
tered many hardships — set 
against a backdrop of margin¬ 
alization and racial segrega¬ 


tion, the people of her com¬ 
munity (North Preston, Nova 
Scotia) were faced with brutal 
winters, unwanted soils and a 
lack of basic needs like food, 
clothing, and adequate shelter. 

“The houses were very cold 
back then,” remembers my 
grandmother. “Made of slab 
boards, tar paper and sealed 
with cardboard.” 

My grandmother says these 
old patch quilts were the best 
defence against the cold cli¬ 
mate. And of the many winter 
quilts my great-grandmother 
would have stitched to warm 
her children, this single heir¬ 
loom is all that remains. 

And it’s full of stories. 

My grandmother tells me 
she remembers watching her 


mother piece the quilt togeth¬ 
er, sitting on a kitchen chair 
near the woodstove, the fab¬ 
ric just spilling from her lap. 
And she remembers how the 
cat got lost inside the lining, 
and how her mother almost 
stitched the quilt shut not real¬ 
izing that “Fluffy” was trapped 
inside. 

My grandmother herself 
has carried on this tradition 
of making quilts, and hers are 
beautiful patterns with stories 
of their own. 

But none touches me so 
much as this old winter quilt 
come from necessity; knotted 
with yarn and slanted around 
the border; indifferent to pat¬ 
tern and symmetry; with heaps 
of stories wrapped up inside. 
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Players mull using 
cut-proof protection 



Ottawa Senators defenceman Erik Karlsson limps off the ice after colliding 
with Pittsburgh Penguin Matt Cooke in Pittsburgh on Wednesday. Karlsson 
will need surgery to repair his Achilles, gene j. puskar/the associated press 



NHL. Reigning Norris 
Trophy winner's injury 
to Achilles has given 
the league a scare 


Gruesome cuts like the one 
that ended Ottawa Senators 
defenceman Erik Karlsson’s 
season are not new to hock¬ 
ey or any sport played on 
skates. 

But when a Norris Tro¬ 
phy winner goes down after 
his Achilles tendon is near¬ 
ly severed in half, it makes 
players around the NHL 
wonder if they should start 
wearing cut-proof socks and 
other equipment that may 
prevent such scary injuries. 

The Karlsson injury was 
the talk of the league Thurs¬ 
day after Karlsson’s left 
Achilles tendon was cut by 
a skate blade during a game 
against the Pittsburgh Pen¬ 
guins on Wednesday night. 

Senators general man¬ 
ager Bryan Murray said 
70 per cent of Karlsson’s 
tendon was cut as a result 
of the incident. Karlsson 
underwent surgery Thurs¬ 
day and recovery is ex¬ 
pected to be at least three- 
to-four months, thus ending 
Karlsson’s season. 

Many players are already 
wearing cut-proof lcevlar 
socks but a lot have either 
never tried them or don’t 



Karlsson’s recovery time 
is expected to be at least 
three-to-four months. 


• Karlsson was injured 
while being checked by 
Pittsburgh’s Matt Cooke, 
who was not disciplined 
by the league. 


like them. 

“It’s a tough call,” said 
Karlsson’s defence partner 
Marc Methot. “Most of us 
have never even tried them 
on before. 

“It certainly raises aware¬ 
ness now. I’m going to try 
them out.” 

Murray lamented some 
players are stubborn about 
their equipment even if it 
may prevent an injury. 

“We have skate guards 
that defencemen should be 
wearing and I look around 
and not many defencemen 
are wearing them,” he said. 
“Players want to be able to 
play at a high speed and 
they think that some of this 
stuff is cumbersome so they 
take the risk of not wearing 
it.” 

Several high-profile NHL 
players have missed signifi¬ 
cant time due to skate cuts. 

Defencemen Kevin 

Bielcsa of the Vancouver 
Canucks and Andrei Markov 
of the Montreal Canadiens 
both have had their legs 
sliced open by razor-sharp 
skates in recent seasons. 

Anaheim Ducks scoring 
star Teemu Selanne has had 
two major cuts in his career 
and now wears lcevlar socks 
and wrist guards. 

Both Buffalo Sabres 
goalie Clint Malarchulc in 
1989 and Florida Panthers 
forward Richard Zednilc in 
2008 nearly died when ar¬ 
teries in their throats were 
slashed by errant skates. 

Karlsson was retrieving 
the puck in a corner when 
Matt Cooke’s skate sliced 
into the back of his left 
leg just above the boot of 
his skate. Karlsson was not 
wearing cut-proof socks. 

“I had trouble watching 
it to be honest with you,” 
Calgary Flames forward Mi¬ 
chael Cammalleri said of 
Karlsson’s injury. “I got cut 


above the knee in the first 
game of last season and 
ever since, I’ve been com¬ 
pletely paranoid. 

“I wear cut-proof socks 
and wrists guards and every¬ 
thing now because of it.” 

NHL vice-president Kris 
King, whose duties in¬ 
clude player safety, said 
the league has not looked 
at making cut-proof socks 


mandatory. But it has been 
encouraging teams to pro¬ 
mote them to their players. 

He said when the league 
first looked into lcevlar 
equipment in 2010, there 
was only one company 
making it. Since then, the 
NHL has helped other firms 
and individuals get into the 
market with new products. 
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Bombers lock 
down free agents 

With defensive lineman 
Bryant Turner and receiver 
Clarence Denmark signed 
or nearly there, the Win¬ 
nipeg Blue Bombers have 
locked down the last of the 
free agents they wanted to 
keep. 

They’ve already lost de¬ 
fensive lineman Jason Vega 
to the NFL, general man¬ 
ager Joe Mack confirmed 
Thursday. 

“I hate to lose him,” said 
Mack. “He’s a good guy and 
a hard worker.” 

But Mack was surprised 
to find out last week the 
club has also likely lost line¬ 
backer Marcellus Bowman 
to injury. T 

he team learned Bow¬ 
man had a serious knee 
injury that required surgery 
and now he’ll need many 
months to recover. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Argos sign GM 
to extension 

It took three months, but 
Jim Barker finally got his 
contract extension. 

The Toronto Argonauts 
general manager signed 
a two-year extension 
Thursday and is now under 
contract with the defending 
Grey Cup champions 
through the 2015 season. 

Toronto raised eyebrows 
Nov. 8 when it gave head 
coach Scott Milanovich a 
contract extension and not 
Barker, who only had one 
year remaining on his deal. 

That decision created 
much speculation regarding 
Barker’s future in Toronto 
because days earlier the Ed¬ 
monton Eskimos had fired 
Eric Tillman as their GM. 
But Barker said he and Ar¬ 
gos president Chris Rudge 
spoke about a contract 
extension during the season 
and both agreed securing 
Milanovich’s future was the 
priority. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Janssen, Romero step 
onto comeback trail 



ML! Closer and 
starter look to regain 
form following 
off-season surgeries 


The sun was nowhere to be 
seen Thursday and eaves- 
troughs carved puddles into 
the gravel at rainy Florida 
Auto Exchange Stadium by 
early afternoon. 

Of course, most Blue Jays 
players had left by then. 

While there is a spring 
plan to build for the regular 
season, a newcomer might 
be forgiven for thinking the 
early days of baseball pre¬ 
season are like daycare for 
pro athletes. Where else can 
you go to work and have your 
choice of two kinds of bubble 
gum (Double Bubble and Ba¬ 
zooka) plus an array of sun¬ 
flower seeds — including a 
dill-pickle variety? 

Still, it was a good day’s 
work for pitchers Casey 
Janssen and Ricky Romero. 



"I had a bad year and 
that's all there is to it ” 

Starting pitcher Ricky Romero, who's not 
making excuses for his struggles last season 


Both threw from the prac¬ 
tice mound, taking another 
step in their comeback from 
off-season surgery. 

For rehabbing pitchers, 
making it to the mound only 
comes after seemingly end¬ 
less tossing sessions on level 
ground. 

“It was fun to be on a 
mound and throwing down¬ 
hill again,” said Janssen, a re¬ 
liever who had shoulder sur¬ 
gery in November. 

“Any time you get a chance 
to get up on that mound and 
see a catcher, it feels good,” 
said Romero, a left-handed 
starter who had his elbow 
cleaned out in October and 
had platelet-rich plasma (PRP) 
injections in both knees. 

The 31-year-old Janssen, 


who took over as closer after 
Sergio Santos had shoulder 
surgery in July, converted 22 
of 25 save opportunities and 
finished a fine season with a 
1-1 record and 2.54 eamed- 
run average. 

He is being monitored 
closely to ensure he does not 
come back from surgery too 
fast. He estimated Thursday 
he was throwing at 70 to 80 


per cent of what he is capable 
of. 

Romero had a roller-coast¬ 
er year in 2012. Named open¬ 
ing-day pitcher for the second 
consecutive season, he raced 
out to an 8-1 record but even¬ 
tually tied a franchise record 
with 13 straight losses. He fin¬ 
ished with a 9-14 record and 
5.77 ERA in 33 starts. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Lavigne glides to 
bronze medalin 
World Cup 

Canadian snowboarder 
Ariane Lavigne made her 
debut on the World Cup 
podium Thursday. 

The native ofMont- 
Tremblant, Que., domin¬ 
ated both her runs against 
Valeriya Tsoy of Kazakhstan 
to capture a bronze medal 
in the women’s parallel 
giant slalom. 

The competition is 
being held on the same 
course that will be used at 
the Sochi Olympics a year 
from now. 

Not only had Lavigne 
never been on the podium, 
she had never finished in 
the top 16 at a World Cup 
event. 

“I knew it could hap¬ 
pen,” she said. “In all the 
last races I was so close.” 

It all came together 
Thursday. She eliminated 
2010 Olympic champion 
Nicolien Sauerbreij of the 
Netherlands in the quarter¬ 
finals. 

“It’s been a great day,” 
she said. “I’m really happy 
with the riding. I’m happy 
with the results. It feels 
good. It feels really good.” 

Parallel slalom events 
are scheduled for Friday. 
Lavigne is hoping for 
another good ride on the 
course she hopes to be 
competing on a year from 

now. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Thursday's results 

Miami 110, Oklahoma City 100 
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers 
Wednesday's results 
San Antonio 96 Cleveland 95 
Indiana 101 Charlotte 77 
Atlanta 108 Orlando 76 
Brooklyn 119 Denver 108 
Detroit 96 Washington 85 
Boston 71 Chicago 69 
Toronto 92 New York 88 
Milwaukee 94 Philadelphia 92 
New Orleans 99 Portland 63 
Utah 97 Minnesota 93 
Dallas 123 Sacramento 100 
L.A. Clippers 106 Houston 96 
Tuesday, February 19 
Toronto at Washington, 7 p.m. 
Charlotte at Orlando, 7 p.m. 
Memphis at Detroit, 7:30 p.m. 
Milwaukee at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m 
Chicago at New Orleans, 8 p.m. 
Boston at Denver, 9 p.m. 

Golden State at Utah, 9 p.m. 
Phoenix at Portland, 10 p.m. 

San Antonio at Sacramento, 10 p 


1 NHL 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 


New Jersey 
Pittsburgh 
NY Rangers 
Philadelphia 
NY Islanders 


Boston 

Montreal 

Toronto 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


14 9 5 0 45 34 18 


13 5 7 1 40 46 11 


13 8 4 1 36 33 17 


14 7 5 2 35 27 16 


Chicago 

Nashville 

Detroit 


14 7 3 4 28 26 18 


7 5 1 43 


Columbus 

NORTHWEST DIVISION 

GP W L OL GF 

Vancouver 12 8 2 2 35 

Minnesota 14 6 6 2 30 36 14 

Edmonton 

Calgary 11 4 4 3 33 39 11 

Colorado 


SOUTHEAST DIVISION 

GP W L OL GF 

Carolina 13 8 4 1 41 

Tampa Bay 13 6 6 1 49 

Winnipeg 12 5 6 1 32 

Florida 13 4 6 3 30 

Washington 14 5 8 1 40 


Anaheim 
San Jose 

Phoenix 
Los Angeles 


12 9 2 1 42 


36 15 
32 10 


Thursday's results 

Carolina 3 Toronto 1 
NY Islanders 4 NY Rangers 3 (SO) 
Montreal 1 Florida 0 (OT) 
Washington 4 Tampa Bay 3 
Nashville 3 Phoenix 0 
Colorado 4 Minnesota 3 (SO) 
Wednesday's results 
Pittsburgh 4 Ottawa 2 
St. Louis 4 Detroit 3 (OT) 

Calgary 7 Dallas 4 
Friday's games 
All Times Eastern 
Pittsburgh at Winnipeg, 7 p.m. 
Philadelphia at New Jersey, 7 p.m. 
Boston at Buffalo, 7 p.m. 

Anaheim at Detroit, 7:30 p.m. 

San Jose at Chicago, 8:30 p.m. 

St. Louis at Calgary, 9 p.m. 

Dallas at Vancouver, 10 p.m. 
Columbus at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m 
Saturday's games 
Tampa Bay at Florida, 3 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Montreal, 7 p.m. 
New Jersey at NY Islanders, 7 p.m. 
Ottawa at Toronto, 7 p.m. 

Anaheim at Nashville, 8 p.m. 
Columbus at Phoenix, 8 p.m. 
Colorado at Edmonton, 10 p.m. 
Sunday's games 

Pittsburgh at Buffalo, 12:30 p.m. 


Los Angeles at Chicago, 3:30 p.m. 
Washington at NY Rangers, 6 p.m. 

Boston at Winnipeg, 6 p.m. 

Detroit at Minnesota, 6 p.m. 

Calgary at Dallas, 6 p.m. 

St. Louis at Vancouver, 9 p.m. 

HURRICANES 3, MAPLE LEAFS 1 

First Period — No Scoring 
Penalties — Orr Tor (Fighting) 2:05, 
Westgarth Car (Fighting) 2:05, Semin Car 
(Slashing) 10:27. 

Second Period 

1. Carolina, Corvo 2 (Staal) 6:06 

2. Toronto, Kadri 4 (Phaneuf, Grabovski) 

7:51 (pp) 

3. Carolina, Jokinen 2 (Skinner, Corvo) 

12:58 (pp) 

4. Carolina, Staal 2 (Skinner, McBain) 15:09 
Penalties — Sanguinetti Car (Interference) 
6:28, McClement Tor (Tripping) 12:31, van 
Riemsdyk Tor (Tripping) 19:03, Phaneuf Tor 
(Roughing) 20:00. 

Third Period — No Scoring 
Penalties — None. 

Shots 

Toronto 8 10 5—23 

Carolina 8 13 12—33 

Goal — Toronto: Scrivens (L, 2-3-0). 

Carolina: Ellis (W, 3-1-0). 

Power plays (goal-chances) — Toronto: 1-2. 
Carolina: 1-3. 

Referees — Tim Peel, Rob Martell. 

Linesmen — Kiel Murchison, Derek Nansen. 
Att. — 18,680 (PNC Arena). 


iHTElJOHaS 


“YOU FIND IT, 
WE FINANCE IT!” 

When the bank says no, 

TAZ LOANS says YES! 


iffHBIINDEBi 





Jm: 

• Oilfield 

• Small Business Owner 

• Self Employed 

• Hospitality Industry 

• Commercial Financing 

• First Time Buyer 

• Credit Rebuilding 

• Divorced 



2007 CHRYSLER 
300 TOURING 

#07T1816 

$ 10,888 


2011 Dodge 
Grand 

Caravan SXT 

#1 1A4399 

$ 14,888 


2011 Ram 1500 
Crew Cab 
4x4 Laramif] 

#1 1A9316 

$ 24,880 


2011 Chevrolet 
Traverse LS 

#1 1A41 lO 

$ 23,888 
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Vorsprung durch Tec^nfJ CUBO 

Land of quattro® 
Sales Event 


With these rates and 
quattro all-wheel drive, 
owning the road has 
never been so easy. 



2013 Audi A4 
2.0 TFSI quattro 
MSRP 
$39,700 


FINANCE FROM 

1 . 88 %* 

60 months 



2013 Audi Q5 
2.0 TFSI quattro 
MSRP 
$39,900 


FINANCE FROM 

2 . 88 %* 

60 months 


Get the quattro® 
experience -For less. 

Nothing sets Audi apart like its legendary 
quattro all-wheel drive. By shifting power 
between all four wheels as needed, quattro 
gives you unprecedented traction and 
control in winter's worst road conditions. 
And with great rates like these, you'll wish 
winter lasted even longer. 

Visit; southgateaudi.ca -today. 
OFFERS END FEBRUARY 28TH 


>SouthgatQAudi MMHnET 17Jllffflir 

1235 101 St SW 780-462-2834 Igic 't S"" 


WEEKENDfFlbruary^- 



NHI. Rare three-goal 
game for Minnesota 
not enough to earn 
two points 


Milan Hejduk and Matt 
Duchene scored in the 
shootout and the Colorado 
Avalanche beat the Minne¬ 


sota Wild 4-3 on Thursday 
night. 

Jean-Sebastien Giguere 
stopped Zach Parise and 
Milclco Koivu in the shootout 
to get the win. 

Hejduk beat Niklas Back- 
strom with a backhand 
move and Duchene beat the 
Minnesota goaltender with a 
wrist shot. 

Hejduk, Duchene and 


Aaron Palushaj scored in 
regulation for Colorado, 
which ended a three-game 
slide. It was the first shoot¬ 
out of the season for the Ava¬ 
lanche. 

Parise, Koivu and Mike 
Rupp scored for Minnesota, 
which scored three goals for 
the first time in seven games. 
The Wild has 10 goals in that 

span. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



James, Heat 
scorch Thunder 

LeBron James had 39 
points, 12 rebounds and 
seven assists, and the 
Miami Heat trampled the 
Oklahoma City Thunder 
110-100 in a Thursday 
night showcase before the 
All-Star break. 

Chris Bosh chipped in 
20 points and 12 rebounds 
as the Heat won their 
sixth straight against the 
Thunder dating to last 
year’s NBA Finals. Miami 
swept the season series 
after winning on its home 
court on Christmas Day, 
following up after taking 
the last four games of the 
Finals. 

James was in position 
to continue his NBA rec¬ 
ord run of games with at 
least 30 points and 60 per 
cent shooting to seven, 
but missed from a couple 
steps beyond the 3-point 
line as the shot clock ran 
down with just over a 
minute left. 

That dropped him to 
14-for-24 in the game, or 
58 per cent. James had 
said before the game that 
he didn’t care if the streak 
continued, as long as 
Miami kept winning. 


TIRED OF HEARING 
TIHIE SAME OI-IZ) 

G UARANTIEIES? 


• GUARANTEED APPROVALS? 

• IN HOUSE FIHIAHICIIIIG? 

• mo PAYMENTS TIL NEXT YEAR? 

• WE'LL PAY YOU $5000? 

EVERYONE CLAIMS IT... 
BUT NO ONE DOES IT! 

JUST WANT THE TRUTH? GIVE US A CALL! 

NEW TO THE COUNTRY? YOU’RE IN LUCK! GIVE US A CALL! 


*14,98 





ASK FOR EZ CAR CREDIT 

780 - 665-5046 


CAR CREDIT 


Search 

over 

50,000 

used 

cars, 

fast and 

free. 
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Murder charges *a shock*: Paralympic CEO 


Oscar Pistorius. 

Double-amputee 
sprinter heralded for 
bringing Paralympic 
Games to the forefront 


The news out of South Africa “is not good for the 
Paralympics or sport in general. Oscar has become a 
hero with the accomplishments he's had on the track.” 

Martin Richard, head of communications at the Canadian Paralympic Committee 


The London Paralympics were 
the most successful Games to 
date, with millions of people 
buying tickets to events, and 
Oscar Pistorius was a big part 
of that. 

On Thursday, the South Af¬ 
rican athlete who became the 
poster boy for Paralympic sport 
was charged with murder in 
the shooting death of his girl¬ 
friend, Reeva Steenkamp. 


“It was a shock for us,” said 
Xavier Gonzalez, CEO of the 
International Paralympic com¬ 
mittee. 

“Right now, the most im¬ 
portant thing is to send our 
deepest condolences to the 
families affected by this tra¬ 
gedy,” said Gonzalez, who is in 
Toronto observing preparations 
for the Parapan Am Games that 
will be held there in 2015. 


Pistorius, who had his lower 
legs amputated before he was a 
year old, won two gold medals 
and a silver at last year’s Para¬ 
lympic Games in London. But 
what drew even more attention 
is that this 26-year-old made 
sporting history by becoming 
the first double-amputee sprint¬ 
er to compete in the Olympics. 
He reached the 400-metre 
semifinal and competed in the 


4x400 metre relay. 

“We’ll need to wait to see 
how the police investigation 
goes,” said Gonzalez. But he 
emphasizes that, to date, “Os¬ 
car has been a fantastic ambas¬ 
sador for our movement. 

“He created momentum 
that, in some way, contributed 
to what happened in London.” 

The London Paralympics 
sold 2.7 milli on tickets mak¬ 
ing it the third largest sporting 
event in the world after the 
Olympics and World Cup soc¬ 
cer, he said. Beyond the specta¬ 
tors, the Games drew far more 
media coverage, particularly in 
Europe, and corporate sponsor¬ 
ship than previous events. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 




Carolina Hurricane Tim Brent, right, 
chases Toronto Maple Leafs forward 
Phil Kessel in Raleigh, N.C., Thursday. 


NHL. Canes 
blow Leafs 
out of town 

Joe Corvo had a goal and 
an assist and the Carolina 
Hurricanes won their third 
consecutive game, a 3-1 vic¬ 
tory over the Toronto Maple 
Leafs on Thursday. 

Jussi Jokinen scored the go- 
ahead goal, and Jeff Skinner 
had two assists for Carolina. 

Jordan Staal also scored 
for the Hurricanes, and his 
brother Eric Staal extended 
his point streak to an NHL- 
leading 11 games with an 
assist on Corvo’s goal, the first 
of three for the Hurricanes in 
the second period. 

Nazem Kadri scored for 
Toronto, which had its four- 
game winning streak ended. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



NASCAR drivers’ romance revs media’s engines 



Brad Keselowsl-d strolled 
through the Daytona 500 Club 
with his cellphone in one hand 
and a half-empty bottle in the 
other. 

Nope, not beer. Not this 
time. 

Keselowsld was drinking or¬ 
ange juice Thursday at Daytona 
500 Media Day, which officially 
kicked off Speedweeks. Still, the 
reigning NASCAR Sprint Cup 
champion was his usual, laid- 
back, outspoken self, offering 


up some of the best one-liners 
during a daylong event filled 
with playful jokes, repetitive 
questions, canned answers and 
optimistic outlooks for the up¬ 
coming season. 

For Keselowsld, it wasn’t all 
that different from his last mo¬ 
ment in the spotlight. He just 
didn’t have a little buzz going. 

“If you drink enough or¬ 
ange juice, you can drink a lot 
of beer,” said Keselowsld, who 
memorably chugged away in 


Victory Lane after clinching 
his first Cup championship at 
Homestead-Miami Speedway in 
November. 

Three months later, he was 
fielding questions about de¬ 
fending his title, tweeting from 
his race car — which he fam¬ 
ously did during last year’s Day¬ 
tona 500 — and the budding 
relationship between competi¬ 
tors Danica Patrick and Ricky 
Stehhouse Jr. 

No surprise, the 50-plus 


drivers were asked a number 
of questions about the Patrick 
and Stehhouse saga — they an¬ 
nounced they were dating last 
month. 

“In some respects, it’s just a 
relationship,” five-time cham¬ 
pion Jimmie Johnson said. 

“It will keep people looking 
and watching and curious as 
to what that dynamic is on the 
track, I’m sure ... We’ll all be 
watching with great curiosity.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Decision on 
NHLers in 
Sochiwon’t 
come this week 

A decision on whether 
NHL players will head to 
the 2014 Sochi Olympics 
isn’t likely this week, but 
a first day of discussions 
went well. 

Talks between the 
NHL, the NHL players’ 
association, and officials 
from the International Ice 
Hockey Federation and 
the International Olympic 
Committee stretched into 
Thursday night as the 
parties worked toward 
getting NHL players back 
to the Olympics for a fifth 
straight time. 

There are obstacles in 
the process, but the sides 
will get back together on 
Friday to talk some more. 

“We had good discus¬ 
sions,” NHL deputy com¬ 
missioner Bill Daly told 
The Associated Press in 
an email Thursday night 
after talks wrapped up. 
“We expect to continue 
tomorrow.” 

While the NHL and the 
players might want to par¬ 
ticipate in the Olympics 
again, they have to figure 
out if it makes sense for 
them to interrupt another 
season to make it pos¬ 
sible. 

“I don’t expect any 
resolution or decisions 
this week,” Daly wrote 
earlier Thursday. 

In these negotiations, 
the NHL and the players’ 
association appear to be 
aligned in their position. 

The Sochi Games are 
one year away. While a 
final decision isn’t re¬ 
quired this week, one will 
have to be reached in the 
near future. It is believed 
hockey federations will 
need to know by May 
what players will be avail¬ 
able for their teams. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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See today's answers at metronews.ca/answers. 


BY KELLY ANN BUCHANAN 



HT Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

You will have to make sacrifices 
in one area if you want to make 
progress in another. At work, 
try to get important people on 
your side because no matter 
how talented you happen to 
be, you can’t do it all alone. 


V Taurus 

April 21 - May 21 

Whatever your plans, whatever 
your schedules, whatever your 
deadlines, it is essential that 
you take life at a slower, calmer 
pace today. Everything you 
need will come to you if you let 
it. Sit back and let it happen. 


II Gemini 

May 22 - June 21 

You may not feel brave on the 
inside but try to look brave on 
the outside. Self-confidence is 
the key to success now and if 
you can convince people you’ve 
got it you’ll get what it is you 
desire. 


9 Cancer 

June 22 - July 23 

You may have to rely on 
partners and colleagues a bit 
more than usual over the next 
24 hours. That means revealing 
information you might prefer 
to keep to yourself. Make sure 
you confide only in those you 
trust. 


£? Leo 

July 24 - Aug. 23 

You cannot possibly be the best 
at everything — no, really! And 
the sooner you stop trying, the 
better. You will achieve more 
over the next few days if you 
stick to the two or three things 
you are exceptionally good at. 


1TP Virgo 

Aug. 24 - Sept. 23 

You need to get serious about 
something of a creative or 
artistic nature. You may think 
you are serious about it already 
but deep down you know you 
have been holding back. As 
from today, you must give it 
your all. 


^ Libra 

Sept. 24 - Oct. 23 

You don’t have to suffer in 
silence if someone has cheated 
you in some way. Shout out 
loud about it. Kick up a fuss. If 
you don’t make an issue of it 
now they will take advantage 
of you again later on. 


Til Scorpio 

Oct. 24 - Nov. 22 

Let others have their say first 
then, when they have finished, 
point out the flaws in their 
argument. You may not win 
many friends but you will make 
it clear you are not going to be 
taken in so easily. 


^ Sagittarius 

Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 

Saturn’s influence demands that 
you start thinking seriously 
about ways to make ends meet 
and make your money go 
further. In a nutshell, you must 
spend less or earn more. Ideally, 
of course, you need to do both. 


V5 Capricorn 

Dec. 22 - Jan. 20 

Strive to make a positive 
impression on people in 
positions of authority. The more 
you can show them that you 
are on top of your game, the 
more likely it is they will turn to 
you when there is a promotion 
on offer. 


^ Aquarius 

Jan. 21 - Feb. 19 

You seem to be struggling with 
some serious questions about 
your place in the world. You 
certainly have not found the 
right answers yet. Don’t worry, 
it’s only a matter of time before 
it all clicks into place. 


K Pisces 

Feb. 20 - March 20 

People are looking to you to 
take a lead and you must not 
let them down. Today’s 
Mars-Pluto link will endow you 
with loads of energy and no 
end of self-confidence. You’ll 
need them for the tasks ahead. 

SALLY BROMPTON 


Across 

1. National_of Canada Day 

5. Prefix to ‘metrical’ 

8. Takes on the role of: 2 wds. 

14. Copy of an orig. 

15. My own, in Latin 

16. "Wow!", in Australia 

17. Abominable snowman 

18. Grass appendage 

19. The Grand_ 

20. Prefix to ‘lead’ 

22. Marc_, painter of I and the 

Village (1911, oil on canvas) 

24. "Rise Up" by The_Club 

28. Earth 

30. Anoint, archaically 

31. Lathers 

34. Dundee denial 

35. _poker 

36. Baseball great Mickey 

37. Explosive letters 

38. Sporty brand 

40. Mil. stockpile 
42. UK record label 

44. Deceive 

48. One who must pay 

51. Philosopher,_-tzu 

52. Drive, do this 

53. Two down,_go 

54. Mailed a letter 
56. Phar Lap, for one 
58. Creeks 

61. Roadie's haul 

62. Make_(Reception trad- 

63- Meditation sounds 
65- Receptive 

69. Self-evident fact 

70. The Science Guy', Bill_ 

71. Former currency in Italy 

72. Mr. Safer, Canadian corres¬ 
pondent on “60 Minutes" 

73. Mr. Mineo 
74- Wool 
Down 

1. Use a pan 

2. Kathie Gifford link 

3. Inclined 

4. House of_(Monaco’s royal 


family) 

5. NBC series starring “American 
Idol" alum Katharine McPhee 

6. Archery bow wood 

7. New Brunswick city 

8. Medieval silk and gold fabric 

9. Rugged cliff 

10. Singer Ms. Turner’s 

11 . Niagara Falls lookout structure: 

12. _harp (It sounds in the wind) 

13. Equivalent word [abbr.] 

21. Arctic_cap 

23. Warmth 

24. Not: French 


25. Social bug 

26. Classic rock band’s venture, 
perhaps: 2 wds. 

27. Can. neighbor 
29. Allow 

32. Theatrical work 

33. Theological sch. 

36. Convene 

39- "Footloose" (1984) star ...his 
initials-sharers 

41. Classic board game 

42. Pro golfer Ernie 

43. "Let Your Backbone Slide” by 
_Fresh-Wes 

45. Condition 


46. Causes 

47. Rainbow shape 
49- Aliens, for short 
50. Caviar 

53. Electrical resistance unit 

55. Hiker’s snack,_mix 

57- Painter’s stand 
59- Being, in Latin 
60. 1996 to 2001 Canadian series, 

"Wind_Back” 

62. Cash dispenser, commonly 
64. "Lady Marmalade" co-singer 
66 . 1980s starlet Ms. Zadora 

67- ‘To_is human...” 

68 . Book publisher,_A. Talese 




Search over 
50,000 used car 

fast and free. 


autocatch. 
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2011 FORD FUSION 

STl 011BOO6 



2010 FORD FI 50 S/C 4X4 XLT 

STK 0100724 



2011 FORD EXPLORER 
LIMITED 

SfK 01146724 



£ 29,888 


OPEN 24/7 AT WWW.OWAS.OA • RATES AS LOW AS 0% 


2C fad testa »0fi OvvSMr 300 *! Dod^&mj ttttbiMOlilfcptai MwcrSinfco 201 i Dodge A*rg*S>n 

.ai*. Cman.«u» Cargo — 


*10 888 *11,838 *11 838 


XCv Nssan Aftmo25$ ^':Cte^Mh)pctalS 
Coco—^. | 



M28B8 


•12888 *13888 


S':fcOfl50&C«4JQl » DGOHGWO 20* Vtttiwogon EOS .XS Fort OMCuDiVOn »':taml500R/C ZXfi GMC 1S0GCrmSi 
~~~ CAPAVAN “- 


•14888 *15888 *15888 

» ! tor, 1500QuoOaD » fadbccpt 20 U6nc2500E/C4*4 



*15888 *15888 


•18888 *18888 *18888 


•19888 *19888 *19888 >19888 



2009 AUDI A5 
%S LINE QTRO 


$ 38,888 


INTRODUCING TEXT FOR A CAR! 

780 . 690.1819 


2012 Mitsubishi eclipse convertible 

“ STL01*3457 


XIU^MntoQfti 2010 Mm Mm US 20!pChy*rlNnft 2O12Ood0tChag9rSXT JGlOJMpWongb 20VHyunddSartaf« 



$ 20,888 


2011 lani 1308 Oew xrfadte«sa 

HM 


X rftasontertei 
Ow4x4, 



•19888 *19888 '20888 '20888 *'20888 '21888 

JO’.’ChtwW Canoe ?3:.'OrrMcXDUnM S BudfettwOCM) Z teOfelplimM Z. IJmQtrtOmto* JOWOocgs aOOWC 
rnmamm lowfo 4i4 lorom* 67 0*W» 


23838 >24888 


>28888 
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2011 FORD EDGE 
LIMITED AWD 



LOCAL 


$28888 


( 780 ) 483.7516 


30888 


(JmlEHg wide 

Ei AUTO 

^ S- SALES 

10212-178 ST. EDMONTON 

MON-FRI « 0 SAF O A SUN I l-S 

!SS 1 . 866 . 310.5751 


*31 888 *35888 *36888 


2009 HYUNDAI GENESIS 
SEDAN 
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780 - 410-4100 


SHERWOOD 



R ^ S l_ E R JEER R N/1 N/ICDRAR 



VISIT OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY AT 

SHERWOODDODGE.CA 




#2GC9707B 


#2GC6067A 


#EN3255A 


#2R35191 A 


$16,860 $23,860 $12,860 $20,860 $20,860 $23,860 


#3R10452A 


$9,860 $14,860 $16,860 $14,860 $14,860 $18,860 




#2GC5853A 


#2GH8273A 




$14,860 $29,860 $10,860 $8,860 $13,860 $12,860 




#2R22660A 


#2R10422A 


$20,860 $17,860 $6,860 $15,860 $38,860 $54,860 


201 0 HYUNDAI VERACRUZ LTD 

AWD #3R1 3342B 

2006 JEEP COMMANDER LTD 

#2JN5079A 

2009 DODGE RAM 1 500 
RAMBOX SPORT #3Ri3356A 


SHERWOOD 


201 1 FORD F-350 LARIAT 

2012 NISSAN MURANO SL 

DUALLY 4X4 #2R34033A 

AWD #3R1 3341 A 

2005 CHRYSLER PACIFICA 

201 2 JEEP PATRIOT LTD 4X4 

TOURING AWD #3DR9i84A 

#P3282 

2005 CHEV SILVERADO EXT 

201 1 FORD RANGER S/C XLT 

4X4 Z71 #2R1 711 6B 

4X4 #3R1 9387A 




2008 DODGE RAM 3500 MEGA 
LARAMIE #2R321 51 A 

2006 NISSAN TITAN LE CREW 

#3R19811 A 

2010 CHEVTAHOE LTZ #3DR8675A 

201 1 JEEP GR. CHEROKEE 
OVERLAND 5.7L #3GH1945A 




VISIT OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY AT 

SHERWOODDODGE.CA 


R ^ S l_ E R JEER RXXN/1 K/IORXkR 

YELLOWHEAD & BROADMOOR 


YELLOWHEAD 


PROVINCIAL AVE. 




780 . 410.4100 


SALES HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday 9AM — 8 PM; 
Fri. 9am-6pm; Sat. 9am-6pm; 
Sun. 1 1am-4pm 


n plus GST. Vehicles may not be exactly as illustrated. See dealer for det 






























Step out and discover your city 


REXALL PLACE. 

SCHEDULES at northlands.com 

Watch the Edmonton Oilers, Oil 
Kings, Rush and more. 


BLIND DATE, Feb. 13 to Feb 24 

See comedian Rebecca Northan at 
the Citadel Theatre. 


SILVER SKATE FESTIVAL, 

Feb. 15 to 18 

Outdoor fun at Hawrelalc Park. 


WINEFEST EDMONTON, 

Feb. 15 to 16 

Learn about wine at the Shaw 
Conference Centre. 


RABBIT HILL FAMILY WINTER 
FESTIVAL, Feb. 16 

A variety of family-oriented 
games and activities. 





GO ANYWHERE PLAY TAKES YOU 

RAV4’s available All-Wheel Drive System helps wan 
enhance traction when driving on varying road 
conditions allowing you to go virtually 
anywhere you want to play. 
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